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Missionaries  are  revising 
classic  Spanish  Bible 


EL  PASO,  Texas  (BP)  —  In  a  quiet 
room  in  West  Texas,  three  men  are 
making  history. 

Word  by  painstaking  word,  they  are 
laboring  to  produce  the  first  popular 
revision  in  a  generation  of  the  classic 
Reina-Valera  Bible,  the  400-year-old 
Spanish  contemporary  of  the  King 
James  Version. 

The  men  are  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Joe  Poe;  retired  missionary 
CJecil  McConnell;  and  Peruvian  Bible 
scholar  Moises  Chavez.  Their  dream 
is  a  modern  Spanish  Bible,  faithful  to 
the  Scriptures  and  the  literary  beau¬ 
ty  of  the  Reina-Valera,  but  understan¬ 
dable  and  affordable  to  250  million 
fieople  of  the  Spanish-speaking  world. 

The  complete  New  Testament 
began  rolling  off  the  presses  in  May. 
The  full  Bible  probably  will  appear  in 
1968,  almost  a  decade  after  the  project 
began.  The  Baptist  Spanish 
Publishing  House  in  El  Paso,  an  arm 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  is  publishing  the  Reina- 
Valera  Actualizada  Version. 

Poe  directs  the  Bible  Publications 
Department  at  the  publishing  house, 
which  distributes  CTuistian  literature 
to  more  than  40  countries. 

Nearly  750,000  New  Testaments 
already  have  been  sold,  including  a 
record-breaking  order  of  235,000  on  a 
single  day  in  August. 

Mexican  Baptists  ordered  100,000 
paperback  New  Testaments  —  with 
special  covers  reading  “Mexico,  Come 
Unto  Me”  above  a  national  map  and 
a  soccer  ball  —  for  distribution  in 
relation  to  the  recent  World  Cup  soc- 

BTN  to  show 
unscrambled 
mission  videos 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Two  video 
programs  related  to  this  year’s 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Study  will  be  shown  unscrambled  on 
Baptist  ’Iblecommunications  Network 
in  October. 

“The  Missionary  Overseas,”  the 
video  resource  for  the  adult  Foreign 
Mission  Study,  and  “Tools  Mis¬ 
sionaries  Use,”  the  video  for  the 
children’s  study,  will  be  shown  Oct.  28 
at  3:30  p.m.  Central  Standard  Time  on 
Spacenet  1,  channel  21.  The  signal  will 
be  unscrambled,  and  viewers  may 
tape  the  programs  for  later  use. 


By  Erich  Bridges 
cer  competition. 

Another  100,000  are  going  to  El 
Salvador  with  a  special  cover.  Other 
orders  are  coming  in  from  throughout 
Latin  America.  The  New  Testament 
also  will  be  available  at  Baptist  Book 
Stores  and  other  bookstores  in  the 
United  States. 

The  first  edition  of  the  New  'Testa¬ 
ment  features  13  short  Bible  studies 
in  the  back.  'The  lessons  are  “design¬ 
ed  for  people  who  know  nothingebout 
the  Bible,  have  never  studied  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  or  perhaps  don’t  even  know  how 
to  find  a  chapter  and  a  verse,”  says 
missionary  Sam  Shaw,  promotion  and 
distribution  coordinator  for  the  new 
Bible.  Also  included  are  four  pages  of 
Bible  choruses.  A  cassette  tape  is  be¬ 
ing  produced  to  provide  musical 
accompaniment. 

Publishing  house  staffers  envision 
training  Baptists  to  use  the  New 
'Testaments  to  start  as  many  as  20,000 
evangelistic  Bible  studies.  C^siodoro 
de  Reina  and  Cipriano  de  Valera 
would  approve.  Unlike  the  state 
church-sponsored  scholars  who  iMt>- 
duced  the  King  James  Version,  the 
two  16th  century  Spanish  monks  risk¬ 
ed  their  lives  to  begin  translating  the 
Bible  into  the  language  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people.  That  was  a  dangerous 
heresy  during  the  Spanish  Inquisition, 
which  banned  translation  of  the  Latin 
Bible  into  “vulgar  tongues.” 

The  pair  eventually  escaped  into 
FTotestant  Europe,  but  a  number  of 
their  sympathetic  brethren  at  the 
Monastery  of  Saint  Jerome  in  Seville, 
were  burned  at  the  stake.  In  1569  de 
Reina  published  the  first  complete  Bi¬ 


ble  in  Spanish,  42  years  before  the 
King  James  Version  appeared.  His 
younger  companion  produced  the  first 
revision  in  1602.  The  powerful  Roman 
Catholic  Church  never  sanctioned  it 
and  even  Catholic  versions  remained 
virtually  prchibited  Ixx^  until  recent 
years,  explains  reviser  Chavez. 

But  like  the  King  James,  the  Reina- 
Valera  has  never  been  surpassed  in 
beauty  and  power.  “Because  it  was 
produced  in  the  golden  age  of  Spanish 
literature,  it  has  a  place  no  other  edi¬ 
tion,  ancient  or  modern,  of  the 
Spanish  Bible  would  have,”  Chavez 
says.  Do  the  current  revisers  feel  a 
spiritual  kinship  to  their  courageous 
predecessors?  “Very  definitely,” 
replies  McChnnell,  a  veteran  of  mor^ 
than  40  years  of  missions  in  Latin 
America,  who  contributed  to  the  1960 
Reina-Valera  revision.  “Of  course, 
we’re  not  facing  the  hardships  they 
had  to  face,  the  dangers  to  their  lives 
and  lack  of  support.  We  also  have  a 
wealth  of  material  they  just  didn’t 
have.” 

Aided  by  some  200  consulting  Bible 
scholars  from  throughout  Latin 
America  and  Spain,  the  trio  aims  for 
the  most  accurate  revision  yet  made. 
Clarity  is  the  key. 

The  three  colleagues  hope  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  Bible  for  general  use  by  church 
members,  preachers,  seminary 
students  and  professors  —  and  the 
Spanish-speaking  masses  searching 
for  the  Word  of  God.  Judging  from 
soaring  sales  of  the  New  'Testament, 
they  may  succeed. 

Erich  Bridges  writes  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 


Study  finds  fast-growing  churches 

LYNCHBURG,  Va.  (EP)  —  Indiana  has  the  largest,  and  Arizona  the 
fastest-growing  church  in  the  United  States,  according  to  a  recent  study 
by  Elmer  Towns,  dean  of  Liberty  Baptist  Seminary  in  Lynchburg, 
Virginia. 

First  Baptist  CTiurch  in  Hammond,  Indiana,  is  the  largest  church  in 
the  U.S.,  with  19,320  worshipers  in  1985,  a  gain  of  620  over  the  previous 
year.  'The  church’s  bus  ministry  brings  about  8,000  people  to  the  church 
each  week. 

First  Assembly  of  God  in  Flioenix  is  the  fastest-growing  church  in  the 
U.S.  It  gained  2,307  new  worshipers  in  1965;  bringing  its  total  to  7,688. 
Pastor  'Ibmmy  Barnett  cites  a  bus  ministry  and  newly-completed 
7,000-seat  sanctuary  as  factors  in  his  church’s  rapid  growth. 

'The  study  found  that  in  a  list  of  the  fastest-growing  churches  in  each 
of  the  SO  states,  32  were  Assemblies  of  God  congregations.  Last  year 
marics  the  first  time  Assemblies  of  God  churches  have  outstripped  Bap¬ 
tist  congregations  in  growth,  said  Towns. 


Sue  Brown,  director  of  Louisville’s  Infant  Resource  Project,  loves  babies  arxi  their 
teenage  mothers.  A  single  parent  with  two  teenagers,  she  understands  what  raising 
children  alone  can  involve  . . .  depression,  lor>eliness,  hopelessness.  Brown’s  ministry 
offers  friendship  and  hope.  (HMB  photo  by  Richard  Shock.) 

Infant  resource  project 
helps  teen-age  mothers 


By  Gretchen  Vetter 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  Shrill 
ringing  shattered  the  midnight 
silence.  A  worried  voice  on  the 
telephone  brought  Sue  Brown  to  full 
attention:  A  teen-age  mother  needed 
help. 

Brown  spent  the  rest  of  the  night  in 
the  hospit^  emergency  room  with  the 
three-month-old  child  and  his  mother, 
Judy.  “I  had  no  one  to  call.  He  need¬ 
ed  a  doctor  and  I  couldn’t  get  him 
there,”  Judy  explained  later.  Brown  is 
director  of  Infant  Resource  Project,  a 
ministry  to  low-income  mothers  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

'The  Infant  Resource  Project  “was 
created  in  response  to  the  alarming 
fact  that  it  is  common  for  many  low- 
income  mothers  to  leave  the  hospital 
and  not  have  anything  to  wrap  the 
baby  in,”  explains  Jim  Holladay,  a 
home  missionary  and  local  pastor. 

'The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  essentials  for  infants,  as  well 
as  guidance  and  support  for  the  young 
mothers.  Project  workers  also  assist 
in  housing  and  transportation. 

'The  program  has  eight  volunteers 
who  regularly  visit  girls  in  their 


homes.  Other  volunteers  help  during 
the  summers. 

In  addition  to  donations  of  clothing, 
medicine  and  other  items,  the  project 
operates  on  a  $6(X)  annual  budget.  'The 
money  buys  infant  formula,  diapers, 
cribs  and  maternity  clothes. 

Somehow  the  project  squeezes  by. 
“One  day  we  had  a  request  for  five 
cribs  and  two  strollers.  We  had  none,” 
Holladay  remembers.  “The  next  mor¬ 
ning  when  I  arrived  at  the  office,  four 
cribs,  two  car  seats,  a  stroller,  and  a 
bunch  of  clothes  and  toys  were  in  the 
hallway.  And  we  hadn't  put  in  a  call 
to  anybody.” 

Brown  recognizes  teen  mothers  love 
their  babies.  “For  the  first  time  in 
their  lives,  somebody  belongs  to 
them,”  she  says.  “The  sad  part  is  that 
it’s  a  mother-centered  relationship. 
Babies  are  not  bom  to  fulfill  mothers’ 
needs:  Mothers  must  fulfill  babies’ 
needs.” 

Brc'.vn  wants  to  help  these  mothers 
help  themselves  —  and  their  babies. 

Adapted  from  the  September- 
October  1986  issue  of  MissionsUSA. 
Vetter  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
Louisville.  Ky. 
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“One  Heart  and  a  New  Spirit”  will  will  be  closed  by  a  Mississippian,  The  scripture  from  which  the  theme 
be  the  search  by  Mississippi  Baptists  Lewis  Myers  of  the  Foreign  Mission  comes  is  Ezekiel  11 ;  19  and  20  —  “And 
as  they  gather  for  their  annual  con-  Board.  Myers,  from  Boyle,  is  in  I  will  give  them  one  heart,  and  I  will 
vention  Nov.  10  to  12  in  Jackson.  charge  of  tte  Fbreign  Mission  Boards  put  a  new  spirit  within  you ;  and  I  will 
The  convention  will  be  held  at  First  work  that  aids  in  placing  Baptists  take  the  stony  heart  out  of  their  flesh. 
Church,  Jackson.  It  will  be  the  151st  with  [Mofessional  abilities  in  key  spots  and  will  give  them  an  heart  of  flesh: 
annual  meeting.  arou^  the  world.  This  program  is  be-  That  they  may  walk  in  my  statutes. 

Two  Mississi[^ians  will  head  a  fine  ing  used  particularly  in  China.  and  keep  mine  ordinances,  and  do 
corps  of  speakers.  They  are  Odean  The  Hrst  message  of  the  convention  them:  and  they  shall  be  my  people, 
Puckett,  pastor  oi  First  Church,  Nat-  will  be  on  Convention  Board  night  and  and  I  will  be  their  God.” 

Chez,  who  will  preach  the  convention  will  be  delivered  by  Earl  Kelly,  ex-  One  heart  and  a  new  spirit  is  a  wor- 
sermon,  and  Frank  Gunn,  convention  ecutive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  thy  hope.  Let  us  pray  that  it  will  be  so 
president  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  Convention  Board.  On  that  night  there  This  convention  presents  itself  as 
Biloxi,  who  wiU  present  the  presi-  will  be  special  recognition  for  the  having  the  possibility  of  a  gtkkitsolid 
dent’s  address.  three  college  presidents:  Harold  session.  Mississippi  Baptists  have  the 

Charles  Carter,  pastor  of  Shades  Fisher  of  Blue  Mountain,  Ralph  ability  of  w(Miung  thrcH^  knotty  pro- 
Mountain  Church,  Birmingham,  will  Noonkester  of  William  Carey,  and  blems.  A  case  in  point  is  the  birth  of 
deliver  the  Bible  TVeasure  messages.  Lewis  Nobles  of  Mississippi  College ;  a  pastor’s  conference  this  year,  which 
He  is  highly  regarded  across  the  na-  for  Paul  Nunnery,  executive  director  was  in  response  to  what  seemed  to  be 
tion  for  his  pulpit  ability.  The  youthful,  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Children’s  grass-roots  demand  but  which  also 
exuberant  Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  Village;  and  for  Paul  Pryor,  ad-  took  away  one  session  of  the 


First  Church,  Midland,  will  deliver 
the  closing  address  on  Wednesday 
morning.  Midland'is  First  Church  year 
after  year  is  one  of  the  leading  chur¬ 
ches  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  as  well  as  being  a  leader  among 
^  the  4,000  churches  of  Texas.  Vestal 
'  looks  youthful;  and  according  to  the 
perspective  of  some  (rf  Us,  he  is.  I  was 
in  college  with  his  father,  so  that 
makes  him  youthful. 

Vestal,  during  the  past  year,  was 
chairman  ot  the  SBC  committee  on 
denominational  papers  and  presented 
a  ringing  statement  in  support  of  the 
state  papers  at  the  convention  in 
Atlanta. 

Another  Baptist  luminary  is  Lloyd 
Elder,  president  of  the  Sunday  Schml 
Board,  who  will  speak  on  Tuesday 
evening.  The  Tuesday  evening  session 


ministrator  of  the  Mississipix  Baptist 
Medical  Center. 

Music,  as  always,  will  be  a  major 
facet  of  the  convention.  The  perennial 
favorites,  the  Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen,  will  be  the  fratured  choir 
on  opening  night.  Hamp  Valentine, 
minister  of  music  at  Forest  Church, 
Forest,  will  be  the  director.  On  Tues¬ 
day  morning  the  choir  of  First 
Church,  BUoxi,  will  sing.  The  director 
is  Leon  Bedsole.  The  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon  choir  will  be  that  of  First 
Church,  Natchez,  directed  by  Ken 
Miller.  On  Tuesday  evening  the  choir 
of  Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  will 
sing.  The  director  is  Lew  King.  Then 
on  Wednesday  morning  the  choir  will 
be  the  Leake  County  Associational 
Youtli  Choir.  The  director  is  Hugh 
Plunkett  of  TVinity  Church,  Carthage 


convention. 

Appreciation  must  be  expressed  to 
the  laymen  of  Mississippi  who, 
through  the  Brodiertiood  Department, 
gave  up  their  pre-convention  meeting 
so  that  the  convention  could  start  on 
Monday  afternoon  and  have  six  ses¬ 
sions  with  the  closing  one  on  Wednes¬ 
day  morning.  Historically,  the  conven¬ 
tion  had  been  sparsely  attended  in  its 
final  session  when  it  tried  to  close  on 
Wednesday  afternoon.  In  order  to  get 
in  the  six  sessions  and  close  on  at  noon 
Wednesday,  the  Brotherhood  Depart¬ 
ment  moved  its  laymen’s  meeting  to 
another  time  in  the  year.  The  new 
pastor’s  conference,  however,  is  mov¬ 
ing  into  the  Monday  afternoon  spot  for 
its  closing  session.  Rather  than  stay 
through  Wednesday  afternoon,  the 
convention  will  continue  to  close  at 


noon  on  Wednesday  and  have  only  five 
sessions. 

Perhaps  Hve  is  as  many  sessions  as 
are  needed.  Though  a  convention 
committee  two  years  ago  recom¬ 
mended  that  there  not  be  a  pastor’s 
conference,  the  demand  was  so  great 
that  the  convention  voted  last  year  to 
have  a  committee  appointed  to  come 
up  with  a  slate  of  officers  and 
speakers  fw  this  year  and  get  the  con¬ 
ference  under  way.  Then  the  pastor’s 
conference  will  be  on  its  own  in  elec¬ 
ting  officers  and  selecting  speakers. 

Let’s  look  for  a  new  heart  and  a  new 
spirit  when  we  meet  next  month  in 
Jackson.  Very  few  Mississippi  Bap¬ 


tists  ever  get  to  attend  a  convention. 
While  they  are  just  as  much  a  part  of 
the  convention’s  work  as  are  those 
who  do  attend,  the  decisions  are  all 
made  by  somecme  else.  The  decisions 
for  many  are  made  by  a  very  few. 
There  is  no  way  to  change  that. 
Therefore  let  us  do  well  what  we  do  so 
that  the  interests  of  the  many  will  be 
well  taken  care  of. 

It  is  time  to  elect  messengers.  Each 
church  should  try  to  have  its  full  quota 
present  at  the  convention.  The  for¬ 
mula  is  found  in  the  convention  con¬ 
stitution,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
convention  annual  of  last  year. 

Let’s  have  a  good  convention. 


"I  $TARTtP  TH6 
FlRe  VJtTH  ^AV  old 
^  SeRMOM$—  FI  NALL'y 

^  Twev've  <soT. 

SOME  FIRE/'^ 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

Religion  and 


public  school  textbooks 


The  relationship  between  religion 
and  public  school  education  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  much  discussion;  litigation; 
and,  above  all,  confusion.  What  is 
lawfully  permissible  to  do  in  the  in¬ 
tersection  of  these  two  public  areas 
often  has  been  buried  beneath  the 
sediment  of  debate  over  state- 
sponsored  prayer,  tuition  tax  credits, 
and  values  education.  While  these  lat¬ 
ter  issues  can  be  sources  for  endless 
argument,  the  permissibility  of  in¬ 
cluding  religion  in  education  is  un¬ 
disputed.  Unfortunately,  religion  in 
education  is  what  is  lacking. 

The  problem  is  not  the  absence  of 
doctrinal  instruction  —  such  educa¬ 
tion  has  no  place  in  public  schools. 
Rather,  information  about  religion  is 
lacking,  namely  in  textbooks.  This 
fact  is  the  basis  for  the  resolution 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  at 
its  Oct.  6  meeting.  Passage  of  the 
statement  comes  at  a  time  when  the 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  is  exannning  t^ 
desirability  of  withdrawing  SBC  fund¬ 
ing  from  the  nine-member  agency. 

Why  is  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
involving  itself  in  the  issue  of  teaching 
about  religion  in  public  schools?  If 
state-sponsored  prayer  in  public 
schools  is  constitutionally  unlawful, 
how  can  religion  in  the  classroom  be 
legal?  The  answer  is  that  education 
about  religion  is  lawfully  permissible 
and  has  a  legitimate  place  in  public 
school  education.  As  the  ^CPA 
resolution  points  out,  “the  courts  have 
consistently  determined  that  teaching 
about  religion  does  not  violate  the  con¬ 
stitutional  principle  of  church-state 
separation  cherished  by  Baptists.” 

Why  the  interest  now  in  this  Uq)ic? 
Studies  made  in  the  last  two  years  by 
various  groups  provide  “sutetantial 
evidence,”  in  the  words  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  “that  many  textbooks  used  in  the 
nation’s  schools  virtually  ignore 


By  Vic  Case 

religion,  thereby  distorting  the 
historical  record,  denigrating 
religion,  and  depriving  students  of 
knowledge  of  America’s  religious 
heritage.”  This  religious  heritage  can 
be  described  using  the  words  of  the 
statement,  which  declares  “organiz¬ 
ed  churches,  religious  movements, 
and  individuals  acting  on  religious 
beliefs  have  powerfully  influenced  the 
history,  government,  and  culture  of 
the  United  States.” 

As  an  additional  impetus  to  its 
passage,  the  resolution  notes  the  SBC, 
one  of  the  BJCPA  member  bodies, 
“has  recognized  this  deficient  treat¬ 
ment  (in  textbooks)  in  a  1986  conven¬ 
tion  resolution.”  The  issue  was  initial¬ 
ly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
WCPA  by  committee  member  Albert 
Lee  Smith  Jr.  of  Birmingham. 

What  could  have  caused  such 
distortions  in  the  historical  and  civic 
record  presented  to  the  nation’s 
pupils?  V^ile  one  study  accuses  text¬ 


book  authors  of  repression  and  denial 
of  religion,  the  more  plausible  answer 
involves  money.  Textbook  publishers 
want  to  sell  as  many  textbo^  as  they 
can;  and,  in  order  to  do  so,  they  omit 
controversial  material  which  could 
jeopardize  sales.  The  result  is  study 
of  American  history  which  neglects 
religion  and  study  of  American 
government  that  neglects  religious 
liberty. 

Some  could  use  this  deplorable 
situation  as  one  more  club  with  which 
to  bludgeon  the  beleagured  public 
schools  and  promote  either  govern¬ 
ment  sponsorship  of  Christian 
parochial  education  through  vouchers 
and  tuition  tax  credits  or  the 
dangerous  and  unlawful  injection  of 
state-sponsored  religious  indoctrina¬ 
tion  or  practice  into  the  public 
schools. 

But  the  more  direct  solution  is  to 
change  the  textbooks.  It  is  that 


response  that  the  BJCJPA  recom¬ 
mends  in  its  resolution.  It  “calls  upon 
textbook  authors  and  publishers  to 
stop  rewriting  history  and  to  correct 
this  indefensible  distortion  of  the  role 
of  religion  in  American  life,  urges 
textbook  selection  committees  and 
school  boards  to  approve  only  text¬ 
books  that  honestly  and  accurately 
deal  with  religion’s  role  in  our  socie¬ 
ty,  and  encourages  all  Baptists  to 
work  conscientiously  with  public 
school  officials  to  ensure  that  ^uca- 
tion  about  religion  is  included  in  ap¬ 
propriate  curricular  areas  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  both  conforms  to  the  con¬ 
stitutional  principle  prohibiting 
government  promotion  of  religion  and 
provides  the  treatment  that  religion 
deserves.” 

A  solution  in  the  interim  is  using 
supplementary  classroom  materials, 
an  approach  encouraged  by 

(Clontinued  on  page  8) 
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One  heart .  .  .  new  spirit 


Editorials . .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


Acteens  mothers/daughters 
to  convene  at  Garaywa 


Watson  Peacock  Smith  Nichols 


Acteens  and  their  mothers  are  in-  led  by  Mrs.  James  Richardson,  home- 
vited  to  Acteens  Mother/Daughter  maker/wife/mother;  Mrs.  Ray 
weekend  at  Camp  Garaywa.  The  big  Massey,  school  teacher;  Deborah 
weekend  is  Nov.  14-15.  Nichols,  coach;  and  Betty  Smith, 

Beginning  with  supper  at  6  p.m.  on  secretary.  Bible  study  will  be  con- 
Friday  evening  and  concluding  with  ducted  by  James  Richardson,  pastor 
lunch  on  Saturday,  the  weekend  will  of  First  Church,  Madison.  Bill 
be  filled  with  missions  information,  Flanagan,  student  at  University  of 
Bible  study,  information  on  using  Southern  Mississippi,  will  lead  the 
spiritual  gifts,  fun,  and  fellowship.  music  and  fellowship  time. 

Sharing  missions  experiences  will  Cost  for  this  weekend  will  be  $17. 
be  Tbdd  Watson  and  Vernon  Peacock.  Pre-registration  is  handled  through 
Both  served  as  student  summer  mis-  the  state  WMU  office  Fw  information 
sionaries,  with  Tbdd  serving  in  Ibiwan  concerning  Acteens  Mother /Daughter 
and  Vernon  in  the  Philippines.  weekend,  contact  Jan  Cossitt  at  Box 

Special  interest  conferences  will  be  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205. 

Pastors’  Conference  has 
something  for  everybody 

By  Tim  Nicholas 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastors’  Henderson,  pastor  of  New  Bethel 
Conference  will  feature  preachers  Church,  Carroll  County  and  an  in- 
from  “every  segment”  of  pastoral  surance  salesman.  The  county  seat 
life,  according  to  organizers  of  the  pastor  is  Jon  Doler,  pastor  of  First 
first  annual  meeting  to  take  place  Church,  Raleigh.  The  metropolitan 
Nov.  10,  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  pastor  is  Bill  Causey,  pastor  of 
Time  for  the  meeting  will  be  10  Parkway  Church,  Jackson.  The  open 
a  m. -11:40  a  m.,  a  break  for  lunch,  country  church  pastor  is  Victor  Bon- 
then  continuing  from  1:15  p.m. -4:45  ner,  pastor  of  New  Hope  Church, 
p.m.  The  convention  begins  that  even-  Lowndes  County.  And  the  suburban 
ing.  Erroneous  times  were  given  in  a  pastor  is  Tommy  Vinson,  pastor  of 
mailout  to  pastors  recently.  Colonial  Hills  Church,  Southaven. 

The  meeting  will  be  just  before  the  In  addition,  Darrell  Robinson, 
annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  pastor  of  Dauphin  Way  Church, 
Baptist  Convention  at  the  same  loca-  Mobile,  and  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
tion  and  will  feature  a  bivocational  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississip- 
pastor,  the  pastorjftf  a  county  seat  pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  will  be 
church,  the  pastor  of  a  larger  on  program. 

metropolitan  church,  one  in  an  open  “For  this  first  session  we  wanted  to 
country  situation,  and  a  suburban  feel  everybody  was  included  and  not 
pastor.  .  be  a  selection  of  exclusive-type  peo- 

Those,  according  to  Gene  Render-  pie  not  representative  of  everybody,” 
son,  chairman  of  the  Pastors’  Con-  said  Gerald  Harris,  member  of  the 
ference  committee  which  planned  the  conference  committe  and  pastor  of 
meeting,  should  offer  “something  for  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson, 
everybody.”  Gordon  S.  Sansing  of  Meridian  will 

The  bivocational  pastor  is  Bill  convene  the  meeting. 


The  Seconcj  Front  Page 

baptist  Iwnrh 

.  JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 
Thursday.  October  23,  1986 _ Published  Since  1877 

107  +  1  = 

Board  OKs  church  growth  center 
for  Europe,  adds  108th  field 

By  Bob  Stanley  ** 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The  sionary  Learning  Center  outside  tinent.  And  an  influx  of  Muslims  is 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Richmond.  “the  most  significant  religious 

Board  voted  Oct.  15  to  join  European  In  other  actions  the  board  authoriz-  phenomenon  in  Europe  today.” 

Baptists  in  establishing  a  new  In-  ed  sale  of  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  European  Baptists  have  been 
stitute  •of  World  Missions,  Ajloun,  Jordan,  which  has  experienc-  assured  it  will  be  funded  separately 
Evangelism,  and  Church  Growth  in  ed  a  declining  patient  load  as  govern-  from  the  seminary,  which  faces  an 
Ruschlikon,  Switzerland.  The  in-  ment  hospitals  have  increased  in  that  end-of-year  deficit  because  of  the  re¬ 
stitute,  already  approved  the  Euro-  country,  and  gave  final  approval  to  a  cent  serious  decline  in  the  value  of  the 
pean  Baptist  Federation  Council  and  bylaw  change  which  eliminates  an-  U.S.  dollar  against  European 
the  International  Baptist  Seminary  in  nual  election  of  the  board’s  president,  currencies. 

Ruschlikon,  will  adjoin  the  seminary  treasurer,  and  assistant  recording  As  part  of  a  support  agreement 
structures  on  the  campus  near  Zurich,  secretary  since  this  is  no  longer  re-  wcxlted  out  some  years  ago  with  Eluro- 
Approval  of  the  Ruschlikon  project  quired  by  Virginia  corporate  law.  pean  Baptists,  the  board  this  year  is 
came  during  the  October  board  It  also  approved  the  $2,295,000  pur-  providing  $335,000  toward  the 
meeting  in  which  trustees  also  ap-  chase  of  a  nearby  office  building  con-  seminary’s  budget,  in  addition  to  mis- 
proved  a  $165.2  million  budget  fw  1987,  taining  26,250  square  feet  of  space,  as  sionaries  assigned  there, 
appointed  37  new  missionaries  and  an  investment  and  to  provide  room  for  Bob  Stanley  writes  for  the  Foreign 
reappointed  one  former  missionary  future  staff  needs.  TTie  three-story  Mission  Board, 
couple.  In  a  special  service  the  board  brick  building,  which  adjoins  one  of 
honored  67  missionaries  retiring  with  the  board’s  home  office  parking 
a  combined  service  of  1,962  years,  areas,  is  fully  leased  but  eventually 
Through  October  the  board  has  add-  will  provide  offices  equivalent  to 
ed  363  to  its  missionary  force,  which  about  one-fourth  the  board’s  present..,  1  *  ,  ■  . 

now  stands  at  3,740.  space  CI.13.2llOS0Cl  3S 

Madagascar  became  Southern  Bap-  Guidelines  for  development  of  the 
tists’  108th  mission  field  with  the  new  European  church  growth  in¬ 
assignment  of  Fred  and  Sami  Sor-  stitute  in  Switzerland  will  be 

rells,  formerly  of  Burundi,  to  this  developed  by  representatives  of  the 

island  off  the  east  coast  of  Africa. 'The  Ruschlikon  seminary,  the  European  David  Fennell,  missionary  to 
board  also  authorized  opening  work  in  Baptist  Federation  and  the  Foreign  Singapore,  is  in  Jackson  after  being 
Lesotho,  in  southern  Africa,  but  won't  Mission  Board  early  in  1987,  accor-  diagnosed  as  having  multiple 
officially  add  it  to  its  list  of  fields  un-  ding  to  Isam  Ballenger,  director  of  schlerosis.  Fennell’s  wife  Linda  and 
til  the  transfer  of  Randy  and  Nancy  work  in  Europe  and  the  Middle  East,  their  two  children,  Shane,  9,  and 
Sprinkle  from  Botswana  takes  effect  Seminary  President  J.  Altus  Newell  Nathan.  4,  returned  to  the  states  this 

Jan.  1.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  said  in  a  telephone  Interview  the  in-  past  weekend. 

President  Adrian  Rogers,  along  with  stitute  will  undergird  a  movement  Fennell-said  the  disease  is  “very  un- 
his  wife,  Joyce,  and  their  son,  David,  among  European  Baptists  toward  predictable”  but  he  feels  at  this  point 
attended  the  full  meeting  of  the  board,  more  effective  missions  planning,  there  is  a  good  chance  he  can  return 
of  which  he  is  an  ex-officio  member.  French  Baptists,  for  example,  intend  to  the  field.  Whether  the  family  can 
In  the  concluding  address  of  the  to  plant  a  church  in  every  French  ci-  return  to  Singapore  depends  on  how 
meeting,  Rogers  affirmed  his  com-  ty  with  a  population  of  200,000  or  more  he  reacts  to  the  heat  in  that  area 

mitment  to  foreign  missions  as  the  by  the  year  2000.  They  will  need  at  which  is  near  the  equator. 

“bottom  line”  of  everything  Southern  least  30  new  pastors  to  complete  the  While  on  medical  leave  the  family 
Baptists  do.  task.  “There  is  such  a  mission  need  in  will  be  staying  at  the  Woodland  Hills 

Thirty  board  trustees  and  a  number  Europe,”  Newell  said,  noting  there  are  Baptist  Church  missionary  home  at 
of  their  spouses  came  a  day  early  for  as  many  non-Christians  in  Europe,  3331  Old  Canton  Rd..  Jackson.  Miss, 
a  prayer  retreat  at  the  Cauthen  Mis-  percentage-wise,  as  on  any  other  con-  39216.' 


having  MS 


David  Fennell 


$124.5  million  given  through  Program  Cooperative 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptists  contributed  a 
record  $124,232,370.54  to  their  conven¬ 
tion’s  Cooperative  Program  during 
the  1985-86  fiscal  year,  which  ended 
Sept.  30. 

Receipts  reflect  an  increase  of  more 
than  $6.7  million  —  5.71  percent  — 
over  the  $117.5  million  total  for  1964-85, 
said  Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Executive  Committee,  who 
announced  the  results. 

The  Cooperative  Program  is 


Southern  Baptists’  conventionwide 
budget,  which  finances  mission, 
evangelistic,  and  educational 
endeavors  around  the  world.  Funds 
are  given  Ity  individuals  to  their  chur¬ 
ches,  and  about  nine  percent  of  those 
receipts  are  forwarded  by  churches  to 
state  conventions.  State  organizations 
typically  retain  between  two-thirds  to 
one-half  of  the  money  they  receive  for 
in-state  ministry,  and  the  rest  is 
disbursed  among  19  SBC  entities. 
Mississippi  Baptists  give  36  percent  to 
the  SBC. 


By  Marv  Knox 

The  Cooperative  Program  is  divid¬ 
ed  into  three  sections:  a  first-phase 
basic  operating  budget,  a  capital 
needs  budget,  and  a  second-phase 
basic  operating  budget. 

The  1985-86  Cooperative  Program 
goal  was  $130  million.  The  $124.2 
million  that  was  received  covered  the 
$120.6  million  budget  for  phase  one 
operating  expenses,  paid  $3.34  million 
for  capital  needs  rolled  over  from  the 
1984-85  budget,  and  $167,632  of  $4.5 
million  targeted  for  the  1985-86  capital 
needs  budget. 


One  factor  that  kept  the  Cooperative 
Program  below  budget  this  year  was 
a  two-pronged  problem  spurred  by 
crises  in  the  petroleum  and  farming 
industries,  said  'Tim  A.  Hedquist,  vice 
president  for  business  and  finance. 

“We  anticipated  a  slowing  of  the 
Coc^rative  Program’s  percentage  in¬ 
crease  because  of  the  problems  some 
state  conventions  have  been  having, 
due  to  economic  conditions,”  Hedquist 
said.  He  noted,  however,  the  1985-86  in¬ 
crease  of  5.71  percent  compares 
favorably  to  an  inflation  rate  of  about 


1.4  percent. 

Thq.  1986-87  Cooperative  Program 
has  a  $136  million  overall  goal.  That 
includes  $126.63  million  for  the  first 
phase  of  the  operating  budget,  $5.87 
million  for  capital  needs,  and  $3.5 
million  for  the  second  phase  of  the 
basic  operating  budget.  In  addition, 
the  $4.3  million  not  reached  in  the 
1965-86  capital  needs  budget  will  be 
given  priority  over  the  $5.87  million 
earmarked  for  capital  needs  in 
1986-87. 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 
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Says  Vietnamese  pastor 


The  Apostle  Paul  didn’t  care  about  state  lines 


Bob  Storie,  director  of  ministries  for  can  I  be  bom  again?”  Dang  told  him,  meone  who  speaks  Vietnamese  who 
Jackson  County  Association,  said  of  and  the  man  believed.  could  t3rpe  a  copy  of  the  IxxA  which 

Pastor  Dang,  “The  whole  association  Two  weeks  before  that,  a  young  he  distributes  to  Buddhists,  and  thus 
believes  God  sent  him  there.  He  is  a  woman  called  him.  She  was  a  enables  him  to  have  more  {Hinted.  He 
tireless  worker.”  beautiful  Vietnamese,  married  to  an  said  that  his  daughter  may  be  able  to 

Dang’s  office  is  in  the  Indian  American.  Her  husband  had  left  her,  help  him  with  the  bo(^  when  she 
Church  building  in  Pascagoula  on  In-  and  she  had  nowhere  to  go.  After  comes  here  from  California, 
galls  Avenue.  There  he  teaches  a  Fri-  Dang  counseled  with  her  and  she  ac-  .  Holidays  present  a  good  time  to  get 
day  night  Bible  study.  Sunday  mom-  cepted  Christ,  she  told  the  {>astor,  the  {)eople  of  the  Vietnamese  com¬ 
ings  he  is  at  the  Moss  Point  church.  _  munity  together  for  celebration.  Then 

Saturday  afternoons  he  goes  to  Mobile  i-iJTj-unj-u-ijr-i  r-ir-ii  ^  Jesus.  At  Tfet,  the  Viet- 

—  and  the  Mobile  {)eople  say  to  him,  Pastor  Dang  really  needs  nam  New  Year’s,  he  ex{)ects  to  be  say- 
“Please  come  twice  a  week.”  i,_i_  u.--  nooHn  n  ‘"8.  “Come  and  celebrate.”  April  30, 

Every  night  from  6  to  10,  if  a  ship  .  ,  ,  neeas  a  of  the  fall  of  Vietnam,  is 

is  in  port,  he  goes  to  the  Seamen’s  Ml'time  social  worker  and  a  another  holiday. 

Center  to  witness  to  sailors.  If  no  ship  secretary.  He  needs  someone  Pastor  Tho  Dang  really  cares  about 
is  there,  he  visits  Vietnamese  families  who  speaks  Vietnamese  who  his  people.  And  they  care  about  him. 
to  tell  them  about  Jesus. 

In  Se{>tember,  he  said  that  he  might 
start  a  Bible  study  at  Immanuel 
Church,  Ocean  Springs.  He  continual¬ 
ly  seeks  out  Vietnamese  pteople  all 
along  the  Gulf  Coast,  to  see  how  he 
might  meet  their  spiritual  needs. 

Since  he  speaks  both  English  and 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 
‘*n)e  Apostle  Paul  didn’t  care  about 
state  line”  So  says  Tho  Ngoc  Dang, 

I>astor  of  the  Vietnamese-language 
church  which  meets  at  First  Church, 

Moss  Point.  Dang  goes  regularly  from 
Jackson  Association  over  to  the 
Mobile  area  to  witness  and  to  minist«‘ 
to  Vietnamese  femilies.  He  says  there 
are  as  many  as  200  families. 

(Alabama  Baptists  do  not  have  a 
language  work  with  the  Vietnamese 
at  least  not  around  Mobile. ) 

Dang  moved  to  the  Mississippi 
coast  the  first  of  this  year  from 
Omaha,  Nebraska.  His  name  had 
been  suggested  to  the  Jackson  Coun¬ 
ty  Association  by  James  Kellum, 

Mississippian  who  is  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Vietnam.  His  salary  is  (>aid 
jointly  by  the  Home  Mission  Board, 

SBC;  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board;  Jackson  Association;  and 

First  Church,  Moss  Point.  _  _ 

A  few  years  ago  the  Home  Mission  T7  r  Since  he  speaks  both  English  and  “Before  you  came,  I  was  ready  to  kill 

Board  did  a  laser  study  on  the  Mis-  p  *  tk  m  n  Vietnamese,  he  works  as  interpreter  myself.” 

sissippi  coast,  and  discovered  around  with  (wlice,  schools,  and  hospitals  “In  Vietnam  there  are  60,000,000 

450  Vietnamese,  though  some  of  them  Pjeaches  tor  the  V.etnamese-language  when  problems  arise  concerning  Viet-  people,”  he  said 
have  since  moved  to  other  states.  An  ^  a  irs  ,  oss  in  namese  who  do  not  sjieak  English,  or  Catholics  and  100,000  evangelicals. 

English  conversation  class  was  in  his  country  from  1956  until  1975.  do  not  s{)eak  it  well, 

started  at  First,  Moss  Point,  and  then  After  the  fall  of  Vietnam,  he  and  his  Once  when  a  gang  was  arrested,  the  Mississippi  Coast,  some  Viet- 
a  Sunday  School  for  Vietnamese  wife  and  six  children  came  to  the  some  of  them  Vietnamese,  and  some  namese  are  Catholics  (some  of  them 
children.  Now,  with  Dang  as  {)astor.  United  States.  Among  his  four  sons  carrying  sub-machine  guns,  Dang  go  to  the  Catholic  church  in  Biloxi), 
the  group  has  grown  into  a  are  an  electrical  engineer,  a  business  calkd  Bob  Stmie  The  two  went  to  jail  Some  are  Buddhists. 
Vietnamese-language  church  that  administrator,  an  architect,  and  a  col-  to  see  them.  Dang  witnessed,  and  five  For  witnessing  to  Buddhists,  Dang 
meets  in  the  education  building  of  lege  student.  One  of  his  daughters  of  them  made  professions  of  faith.  said  that  he  often  uses  a  book  that  he 
First,  Moss  Point.  lives  in  (California  and  the  other  in  Since  he  came  to  Mississippi  last  had  in  Vietnam.  It  is  the  testimony  of 

Tho  Ngoc  Dang  grew  up  in  a  Chris-  Omaha.  There  are  four  grand-  January,  he  said,  at  least  3(X)  to  whom  Nguyen  Thai  Bao,  a  Christian  who  is 
tian  home  in  Vietnam.  After  he  children, 
studied  at  the  Christian  Missionary 
Alliance  Seminary  (there  were  no 
Southern  Bapitist  missionaries  in  Viet¬ 
nam  in  those  days),  he  was  a  jjastor 


They  don’t  mind  calling  him  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  because  he  is  an 
older  man  they  feel  they  can  look  up 
to  and  trust.  (He  is  the  uncle  of  the 
[>astor  of  the  Vietnamese  congrega¬ 
tion  at  First  (Church,  Pensacola,  Fla.) 

For  the  future.  Mobile  is  Dang’s 
dream.  Some  talks  have  taken  place 
between  some  Alabama  and 
‘with  1,000,()00  Mississippi  Baptists  about  working 
together  there.  Rumors  say  that  a 
The  rest  are  mostly  Buddhists.”  On  Buddhist  temple  is  to  be  built  there. 

“Last  Saturday  near  Mobile,  a 
woman,  a  Buddhist,  accepted  Jesus 
when  I  talked  with  her.  The  week 
before  that,  another  woman  accepted 
Jesus.  'Den  came  from  Mobile  last 
week  to  visit  our  church  at  Moss 
Point.” 

Tho  Ngoc  Dang  makes  his  every  se- 

he  has  told  the  story  of  Jesus  have  a  fcHiner  Buddhist.  He  has  given  away  cond  count  for  Christ.  Of  him.  Bob 

For  ten  years,  Dang  worked  for  made  professions  of  faith.  On  Thurs-  most  of  his  500  copies  and  needs  more  Storie  says,  “We  love  him  as  a  friend 

Inter-North  Oil  at  Omaha.  During  that  day.  Sept.  18,  he  was  sitting  in  his  of-  Pastor  Dang  really  needs  help  in  his  in  (Christ.  sent  him  here.” 

time  he  was  also  a  (>astor  of  a  group  fice  and  a  man  just  walked  in  and  work.  He  needs  a  full-time  social  Next  week:  More  about  the  Viet- 

of  Vietnamese  in  that  city.  said,  “I  want  to  ask  a  question.  How  worker  and  a  secretary.  He  needs  so-  namese  church  at  First,  Moss  Point. 


Committee  avoids  instructing  nominators 


By  Dan  Martin 

NASHVILLE,  Tbnn.  (BP)  —  The  curately  reflects  the  {Miipose  of  the  Committee  on  Boards  was  a  refusal  messenger  qualifications  already  are  Executive  Committee  for  study. 

Executive  Committee  of  the  Southern  committee.  to  add  a  second  meeting  for  the  grou{),  set  forth  in  the  Constitution  and  mov-  The  first  would  have  prohibited  a 

Baptist  Convention  has  voted  to  In  the  third  action,  the  committee  as  had  been  requested  by  the  1965-86  ed  that  the  Executive  Committee'  previous  {>resident  from  being  elected 
recommend  a  revision  of  the  conven-  declined  to  act  on  a  recommendation  committee,  which  was  chaired  “recommend  that  messengers  be  16  to  the  [XKt  in  subsequent  years.  The 

tioo  bylaw  concerning  nomination  of  regarding  the  position  on  the  matter  Lee  Roberts,  a  Marietta,  Ga.,  years  of  age,  not  13.”  second  would  have  specified  that  no 

trus^  to  the  natimial  agencies,  but  of  inerrancy  of  the  Scripture  on  all  businessman.  The  Executive  Com-  During  the  discussion,  Sullivan  said  one  could  be  an  officer  of  the  conven- 

declined  to  recommend  other  changes  persons  being  mmiinated  to  serve  on  mittee,  instead,  suggested  that  the  bylaws  workgroup  and  conventicm  tion  whose  church  does  not  give  at 

which  would  have  instructed  the  com-  the  various  boards  and  committees  of 
mittee  to  seek  information  on  the 
{>otential  candidates’  stance  on 
biblical  inerrancy. 

During  its  September  meeting,  the 
Kfccutive  Committee  took  four  ac¬ 
tions  on  the  Committee  on  Boards, 

Commissions,  and  Standing  Commit¬ 
tees.  All  of  the  recommendations 

must  be  reixxted  to  messengers  at  the  said  the  workgroup  decided  it  did  not 
annual  meeting,  and  revisions  must  want  to  be  involved  in  instructing  the  $26,305.07 
be  adopted  during  the  1967  SBC.  nominating  committee  about  how  to 

The  first  action  was  a  recommen¬ 
dation  to  change  the  name  of  the  Onn- 
mittee  on  Boards  to  the  Nominating  various  entities. 

Committee. 

The  second  was  to  |)ass  a  revision 
of  Bylaws  16,  which  regulates  the 
work  of  the  54-member  body  which 
nominates  persons  to  serve  on  the 
boards  of  trust  of  the  20  national  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  SBC,  including  the  six 
seminaries.  The  revision  does  not 
change  the  way  in  which  the  commit¬ 
tee  functions,  but  {ximarily  deals  with  should  ask 
the  name  change,  which  more  ac 


'because  of  the  cost  of  the  request  for  arrangements  and  administration 
the  Convention.”  an  additional  meeting”  the  commit-  subcommittee  were  uncomfortable 

In  its  plenary  session,  the  Executive  tee  be  requested  “to  extend  its  one  with  the  change  “feeling  this  is  strict- 
Committee  voted  only  to  “suggest  to  meeting,  if  necessary,  instead  of  hav-  ly  a  matter  for  the  local  church  to 
the  committee  that  it  has  the  privilege  ing  a  second  meeting.”  decide.”  He  added  that  if  the  Clonven- 

to  request  any  information  it  desires.”  Material  provided  to  the  Executive  t'on  begins  to  set  the  requirements 
John  Sullivan  of  Shreveport,  La.,  Ltommittee  indicated  the  one  meeting  “then  it  could  decide  half  the 
chairman  of  the  bylaws  workgroup,  of  the  1965-86  Committee  on  Boards  messengers  should  be  male  and  half 
who  presented  the  recommendation,  cost  the  convention  $28,781.31.  The  female,  or  that  half  have  to  be  clergy 

1984-85  committee  meeting  totaled  la3q>ersons.  Tb  me,  it  is  strict- 

?2C,2C:.C7.  ly  a  matter  of  {wlity.” 

TTie  Executive  Committee  also  Robert  Goode  of  Greensboro,  N.C., 
go  about  its  work  of  selecting  persons  referred  to  a  special  study  committee  told  the  group :  “I  feel  uncomfortable 
to  be  nominated  as  trustees  of  the  on  messenger  {)artici{)ation  a  motion  with  anyone  telling  the  local  church 

which  would  have  required  that  what  to  do.” 

Although  some  observers  saw  the  messengers  to  the  annual  meeting  be  The  matter  finally  was  referred  to 
action  as  giving  the  green  light  to  the  at  least  13  years  of  age.  ’  special  study  committee  by  a  large 

nominating  committee  to  question  Initially,  the  recommendation  had  majority. 

potential  trustees  about  their  stance  been  that  the  Executive  Committee  The  committee  also  declined  to 
on  biblical  inerrancy,  others,  in-  decline  to  recommend  changing  the  recommend  several  changes  in  the 
eluding  Sullivan,  saw  the  action  as  Constitution.  Sullivan  said  the  bylaws  constitution  which  would  have  limited 
merely  declining  to  put  the  Executive  workgroup  felt  the  question  of  the  age  powers  and  rights  of  the  SBC 
Committee  in  the  position  of  “telling  of  messengers  “is  a  local  church  mat-  president.  All  of  the  suggested* 
the  Committee  on  Boards  what  it  ter.”  changes  are  included  in  motions 

Eld  Drake,  an  attorney  from  Dallas,  presented  at  the  1985  annual  meeting 
The  fourth  action  concerning  the  said  he  believes  other  provisions  for  of  the  SBC,  and  were  referred  to  the 
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Follows  Pollard 
Crews  named  to  head 
Golden  Gate  Seminary 


MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)-  Crews,  a  native  of  Houston,  has  a 
William  O.  Oews,  a  veteran  Califor-  bachelor,  of  arts  degree  from  Hardin- 
nia  pastor  and  member  of  the  Simmons  University  in  Abilene, 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Peace  Tbxas,  and  a  master  of  divinity  degree 
Committee,  was  elected  president  of  from  Southwestern  in  Fort  Worth. 
Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological  He  was  pastor  in  Ibxas  for  14  years, 
Seminary  here  during  the  regular  jn  Northwest  Baptist  Conven- 
meeting  of  the  seminary’s  board  of  tion  10  years.  Crews  also  was  director 
tr^tees  Oct.  13.  of  communications  and  editor  of  the 

«  the  Northwest  Baptist  Witness  in  1977-78, 

2,300^emter  Magnolia  Aven^  Bap-  prior  to  becoming  pastor  of  the 
t«t  (murch  in  Rivereide,  (Dalif.,  was  California  congregation.  He  also  has 
elected  24-5  after  being  unanimously  president  and  chairman  of  the 

recommended  by  the  eight-member  executive  boards  of  both  conventions, 
search  committee  He  will  move  to  the  u  i  u 

Mill  Valley  campus  in  late  November  ^  He  also  was  a  raemter  rf  the  SBC 

and  assume  the  presidency  Dec.  1.  1973-78  and 

was  on  the  SBC  Tellers  Committee  in 
He  succeeds  Frank  Pollard,  who  1976,  the  Credentials  Committee  in 
was  president  of  the  seminary  for  1984,  and  the  Committee  on  Commit- 
three  years  before  resigning  in  March  tees  in  1972,  1975,  1977  and  1979. 

1906,  to  return  to  the  pastorate  at  First  ih  i985,  CYews  was  elected  to  the 
Baptist  (Zburch  of  Jackson,  Miss.  22-member  SBC  Peace  Committee, 
O.Q.  Quick,  a  businessman  from  which  was  charged  with  determining 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  chairman  of  the  Hie  causes  of  the  controversy  in  the 
search  committee,  told  trustees  three  making  recommendations 

other  candidates  had  been  interview-  ways  the  controversy  can  be 
ed  but  when  they  did  not  work  out,  the  solved. 

committee  turned  to  Oews,  who  had  Crews  also  was  chairman  of  a  four- 
been  chairman  of  the  search  commit-  member  subcommittee  which  visited 
tee  and  a  trustee.  Southern  and  New  Orleans 

Crews  “immediatelv  resicned”  seminaries  to  discuss  concerns  with 

became  a  potential  candidate.  Quick 
said.  'The  committee  interviewed'  discussed  his  place  on  the  Peace  (Tom- 
Crews  in  Dallas  Sept.  25,  and  mittee  with  Chairman  Charles  Fuller, 
unanimously  recommended  his  elec-  **Hc  advised  me  that  I  should  resign 
tion  as  president  of  the  SBC’s  western¬ 
most  seminary. 

During  the  trustee  meeting.  Crews 
was  questioned  for  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  before  trustees,  by  secret  ballot 
in  an  executive  session,  elected  him 
to  be  president. 

“Strong  vote” 

Crews,  who  said  he  believes  the  24-5 
vote  was  a  “strong  vote,  particularly 
given  the  dynamics  of  the  convention 
at  this  time,”  was  asked  by  Baptist 
Press  if  it  appeared  the  five  members 
who  voted  not  to  elect  him  had  done 
so  because  of  the  theological/political 
controversy  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 


Word  founder 
leaves  office 


WACO  Tex.  (EP)  -  Jarrell 
McCracken,  the  entrepeneur  whose 
record  “TTie  Game  of  Life”  launched 
Word  Records  in  1951,  has  resigned 
from  the  company  he  founded. 

McCracken  was  replaced  by  Gary 
Ingersoll,  who  previously  served  as 
president  of  the  American  Broad¬ 
casting  (Tompany’s  (ABC)  agricul¬ 
tural  publishing  division,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  an  ABC-owned  publishing  Arm 
in  suburban  Chicago. 

Word  Inc.  was  purchased  in  1974  by 
ABC,  raising,  questions  about  the 
Crews  told  Baptist  Press  he  has  ability  of  a  company  to  maintain 

Christian  distinctives  under  secular 
control.  McCracken  has  commented 
favorably  on  ABC’s  handling  of  Word, 
and  I  plan  to  do  so  Dec.  1,  when  I  Inc.,  But  last  year  ABC  was  purchas- 
become  president  of  Golden  Gate  ed  t^  (Tapital  Cities  Communications, 
Seminary.”  Inc.,  which  McCracken  said  “created 

“I  hate  to  step  down  now,”  Crews  ®  definite  unknown  and  a  change  in  at- 
said.  “We  have  been  working  for  18  mosphere”  He  has  hinted  that  the  sale 
months  and  are  now  toward  the  end  ®f  ABC  was  a  major  factor  in  his  deci- 
of  our  work.  I  step  down  with  great  resign, 

reluctance,  but  1  imderstand  the  Publishing  President  Robert 

necessity  of  doing  so”  Burton  has  claimed  personal  respon- 

Fuller  indicated  that  Crews  would 
not  be  replaced  on  the  committee. 

„  .  •  j  »  4^.  ,  ,  ton  has  said  that  while  Word  s  mission 

Cre^  IS  married  to  the  former  Jo  philosophy  will  remain  the  same, 
im  (Tunninghanri.  They  tove  two  he  is  anxious  to  make  it  “a  more  pro- 

fitoble  contributor  to  the  ABC 


MINISTER  WITH  YOUTH  — 
Casas  Adobes  Baptist  Church,  23 
year  old  community  oriented 
church  with  over  3,0M  members  in 
rapidly  growing  suburb  of  Tucson, 
Arizona,  b  praying  and  searching 
for  minister  with  youth.  Church 
has  grown  from  306  to  3,000 
members  during  10  year  tenure  of 
36  year  old  Pastor  Roger  Barrier. 
Contact  Bill  Nicholson,  (602) 
297-7238  or  2131 W.  Ina,  Tucson,  AZ 
85741  for  application,  job  descrip¬ 
tion  and  information. 
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Odessa  church  meets  outside 

ODESSA,  U.SS.R.  (EP)  —  A  church  militiamen,  KGB  agents,  and  offlcials 
building  in  Odessa,  Ukraine,  was  seal-  from  the  city  council  during  the 
ed  by  authorities,  then  demolished,  demolition.  After  the  building  was 
according  to  Georgi  Vins  of  the  Inter-  destroyed,  all  materiab  were  hauled 
national  Representation  for  the  (Toun-  away  from  the  site, 
cil  of  Evangelical  Baptist  (Thurches  of  Presently  the  congregation  of  300 

the  Soviet  Union,  Inc.  people  has  nowhere  to  meet. 

Photo-documents  have  been  receiv-  Authorities  have  been  disrupting 
ed  from  the  congregation  of  the  Bap-  gatherings  outside  and  in  private 
tist  church  in  Odessa  showing  various  homes,  arresting  church  members, 
attacks  against  them.  Their  building  and  giving  them  brief  jail  sentences, 
was  sealed  by  Soviet  aulthorities  on  The  church’s  senior  pastor,  Nikolai 
April  8, 1986,  and  razed  to  the  ground  Boiko,  64,  is  serving  a  10-year 
on  April  9.  The  streets  around  the  sentence,  his  third  term,  for  preaching 
church  were  filled  with  policemen,  the  gospel,  according  to  Vins. 

CARRIAGE  HILLS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Southaven,  MS. 

20th  ANNIV^SARY  CELEBRATION 

Sunday,  Nov.  2,  1986 

Rev.  David  Merritt,  preaching 
Dr.  J.  B.  Miller,  preaching 
Mr.  Jack  Childs,  singing 

Dinner  on  the  grounds 
All  former  members  and  staff  invited. 


Thi»  announcement  la  neither  an  otter  to  sell  nor  a  aollcitatlon  of  otfera 
to  buy  arty  ot  theae  aecurltlea.  The  otterlrtg  la  made  only  by  Proapectua. 

$4,500,000 

HOME  MISSION  BOARO  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 
SERIES  B 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  bonds  will  be  payble  semi-annually.  The 
bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
9  per  cent  to  1 1  per  cent  depending  upon  the  maturity 
date  as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or . 
writing: 

..  CITIZENS  AND  SOUTHERN 
SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTN:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  N.E. 

18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 
404/897-3200  Ext.3520 


Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Prospectus. 

Nam« _ _ _  _ _ 

Address  _ 

City  _ _ 

State _  Zip _ 

Immmm.,,.,, . . . ■■■■■■ . 
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Midwestern  trustees  find 
Sparkman’s  views  accepta 


By  Bob  Terry 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  —  elude  explanatory  materials  about  his  espouses  universalism,  the  idea  all 
Midwestern  Seminary  trustees  here  theological  positions  in  any  future  edi-  people  are  rightly  related  to  God 
Oct.  13  voted  21-11  that  professw  G.  tions  of  his  most  recent  book,  “Salva-  without  faith  in  Jesus  (Christ.  He  also 
Temp  Sparkman  is  teaching  within  tion  and  Nurture.”  is  charged  with  being  outside 

the  context  of  the  seminary  articles  Following  the  vote,  the  religious  mainline  Baptist  teachings  related  to 
of  faith.  education  professor  released  a  writ-  baptism,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  the 

The  trustees  acknowledged  ten  statement  in  which  he  said,  “The  age  at  which  an  individual  is  capable 
Sparkman’s  writings  are  controver-  trustees  have  faced  extreme  of  making  a  profession  of  faith, 
sial,  but  concluded  that,  based  on  pressures  with  uncommon  courage  In  presenting  the  matter  to  trustees, 
written  responses  to  specific  stated  and  kept  faith  with  what  has  been  en-  Midwestern  President  Milton 
concerns,  Sparkman’s  theological  trusted  to  them.  They  have  taken  the  Ferguson  reminded  the  trustees  this 
views  “are  nevertheless  within  the  good  path,  the  one  less  traveled  by,  was  the  third  time  the  Sparkman  con- 
context  of  the  seminary’s  articles  of  which  few  boards  have  ever  done  in  troversy  had  come  before  them.  In 
faith.”  crises  of  such  proportion.”  1978,  following  the  publication  of  a 

Following  the  crucial  vote  about  He  added,  “The  trustees  who  were  book  which  attacked  Sparkman’s 
Sparkman’s  teachings,  the  trustees  on  the  down  side  of  the  vote  but  who  teachings,  trustees  were  given  a  writ- 
voted  without  opposition  to  request  voted  their  convictions  should  know  ten  response  to  the  charges  against 
Sparkman  to  prepare  a  summary  that  their  concerns  have  not  and  will  Sparkman,  as  well  as  the  professor’s 
statement  of  his  basic  beliefs  and  af-  not  go  unheeded.”  statement  of  faith, 

firmations,  “especially  at  points  Sparkman  has  been  under  fire  for  .In  1983,  after  the  controversy  flam- 
where  his  published  writings  are  more  than  nine  years  about  his  ed  again,  trustees  voted  to  affirm 
perceived  by  some  to  be  in  conflict  writings.  Critics  charge  that  in  his  Ferguson  in  his  handling  of  the 
with  the  seminary  statement  of  faith.”  books,  “Being  a  Disciple,”  and  “Salva-  Sparkman  cwitroversy.  Initially,  the 
^larkman  also  was  requested  to  in-  tion  and  Nurture,”  Sparkman  action  was  interpreted  as  trustee  sup¬ 
port  for  Sparkman  but  in  the  fall  of 
that  year,  the  trustees  acted  to  explain 
they  had  only  suppmled  Ferguson  and 
his  handling  of  the  issue  ’They  had  not 
expressed  support  for  Sparkman. 
Since  that  time  Sparkman  has  come 
under  increasing  pressure 
“It  is  apparent  that  the  books  are 
susceptible  to  significant  misunder¬ 
standing  and  misinterpretation,” 
Ferguson  told  the  board  members. 

“Some  Southern  Baptists  have  gen¬ 
uine  concern  about  the  writings  be- 

Family  members  of  members  surely  need  to  get  help,  a  outside  the  ‘Baptist  Faith  and 
111  reality  which  applies  to  spouses  and  "lessage. 

addicts  need  help,  too  children  of  people  who  have  the  drink-  He  said  another  reason  the  con- 

Ing  habit.  It  is  typically  true  that  troversy  persists  is  because  of 
“A  member  of  my  family  is  creating  tamUy  members  affected  by  someone  “organized,  intentional  efforts  to  at- 
many  problems  within  the  famUyeir-  drinking  are  supporting  and  tack  Sparkman’s  writing  as  evidence 

cle.  There  is  daily  drinking  of  beer  enabling  in  the  destructive  behavior  liberalism  in  Southern  Baptist 
and  some  times  liquor.  I  cannot  han-  they  do  nothing.  Tragically,  do-  seminaries.” 

die  this.  I  feel  that  a  person  who  needs  '"8  nothing  is  the  road  to  more  pro- 

a  drink  every  day  has  a  problem.  Per-  blems.  Mississippi  Baptist  Chemical  "Didn’t  manufacture" 

sonality  changes,  outbursts  of  anger.  Dependency  Center  has  an  excellent 
frustration,  and  confusion  are  so  family  program.  A  professional  staff 
disturbing.  A  wall  of  silence  exists,  af-  there  ready  to  serve.  The  program 
fecting  me  and  the  children.  We  feel  confidential,  family  centered,  and 
very  helpless  —  marriage  and  home  “  scheduled  in  the  mornings  or  in  the 
are  drifting  apart.  I  am  so  confused. 

Please  advise  me  on  how  to  handle 
this.” 

Frequently,  letters  come  from  fami¬ 
ly  members  who  ask  for  help  regard¬ 
ing  husbands  and  wives  who  drink  but 
pretend  they  do  not.  These  people  are 
often  in  denial  of  alcoholism  as  their 
problem.  They  think  their  reputation 
will  be  ruined  if  they  seek  help.  All  the 
while,  the  drinking  habits  of  these 

people  affect  other  members  of  their  Center.  Inquiries  should  be  address- 
families  and  hurt  their  own  influence,  ed  to  Intensive  Care.  Baptist  Record, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  church.  Family  Box  530.  Jackson.  Miss.  39205. 


Intensive  care 

ire  just  as  deadly 
loaded  gun. 


as  a 

Don^t  take  chances 
with  your  life 


Stovall  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  meetings  were  with  Sparkman. 
Medical  Center  and  are  handled  in  -  During  those  meetings,  the  instruc- 
consultation  with  Dr.  Ed  Burchak  of  Honal  committee  concluded  the  best 
the  staff  of  the  Chemical  Dependency  solution  would  be  voluntary  relocation 

by  Sparkman,  it  was  reported. 

However,  Ferguson  told  the  board 
that  although  Sparkman  did  have 
local  church  of^wrtunities,  the  pro¬ 
fessor  feels  called  to  a  teaching 
ministry  and  had  not  been  offered 
other  teaching  opportunities. 

High  Attendance  Day  in  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis)  Because  the  instructional  commit- 

Adult  Department  Ginic  Ibur;  Calvary  BC,  Jackson;  7:00-9:30  tee beneHted  from  cmiversations  with 
p.m.  ( SS)  Sparkman,  Gannon  said  he  asked  the 

Youth  Ministries  Workshop;  Lake  TiakO’Khata,  Louisville;  1:30  professor  to  speak  to  the  board. 
p.m.,  27th-l:00  p.m.,  28th  (CAPM)  However,  trustees  were  not  allowed  to 

Adult  Department  CHinic  Ibur;  N.  Greenwood  BC,  Greenwood;  ask  Sparkman  specific  questions 
7:00-9:30  pm.  (SS)  about  his  writings,  based  on  the  ad- 

Adult  Department  Ginic  Tour;  South  28th  Avenue  BC,  Hat-  vice  of  the  seminary’s  legal  counsel, 
tiesburg;  7:00-9:30  pm  (SS)  “Does  (jod  save  us  regardless  of 

Key  Leader  Seminar,  Baptist  Building;  Noon,  3l8t-2  pm.,  1st  whether  we  want  to  be  saved?’’ 
(C^Mi)  (Continued  on  naae  7) 


- Devotional - 

Turning  the  ordinary 
into  something  special 


'  '  By  James  A.  Ruffin 

John  2:1-11 

Jesus  is  concerned  about  the  commonplace.  Water  is  a  commonplace  thing. 
Weddings  are  not  unusual.  The  miracle  at  Cana  shows  that  Jesus  was  always 
interested  in  the  ordinary. 

B’The  Lord  talked  about  fishii^  and  working.  He  spoke 
about  pots  and  pans  and  farming  and  flowers  and  birds. 
He  is  concerned  about  everything  in  our  lives. 

The  routine  of  our  daily  lives  does  not  escape  the  notice 
of  the  compassionate  Christ.  He  is  with  the  salesman  out 
on  the  lonely  road,  the  trucker  trying  to  make  that  next  stop 
the  physician  making  his  rounds,  the  housewife  rocking  a 
sick  baby,  the  business  man  worrying  about  an  ailing 
economy,  the  young  couple  trying  to  stretch  their  income 
to  cover  the  month’s  bills,  the  young  person  who  feels  re- 
Ruffin  jected  and  inferior. 

But,  Jesus  does  more  than  express  concern.  He  turns  the  ordinary  in  our 
lives  into  something  special  even  as  he  turned  the  water  into  v/ine  at  a  wed¬ 
ding  in  Cana.  This  entire  miraculous  story  is  significant  as  a  sign  of  transfor¬ 
mation.  What  Jesus  touches  he  will  transform. 

The  miracle  of  turning  the  ordinary  into  something  special  can  be  reenacted 
in  our  lives  daily.  First,  we  must  believe  “His  disciples  believed  on  him”  (John 
2:11).  Faith  is  trust.  It  is  reliance  on  Jesus  in  every  situation. 

Second,  you  must  be  obedient  to  the  Lord.  Mary  told  the  servants  at  the 
wedding  feast  they  could  discover  a  miracle  if  they  would  do  whatsoever  Jesus 
commanded  them.  If  you  want  Jesus  to  turn  the  ordinary  into  something 
special  ’)do  whatsoever  he  commands  you”  (John  2:5). 

Without  Jesus  life  is  dull,  drab,  and  uninteresting.  With  him  it  is  sparkling 
and  exciting.  The  ordinary  is  turned  into  something  special. 

When  Sir  Wilfred  Grenfell  was  appealing  for  volunteers  for  his  work  in 
Labrador  he  said  he  could  not  promise  them  much  money.  But  he  could  pro¬ 
mise  them  the  time  of  their  lives.  ’This  is  what  Jesus  promises  us. 

James  Ruffin  is  pastor.  Piqilar  Springs  Drive,  Meridian. 


Johns,  Brandon:  Oct.  26-29;  Sunday  Carriage  Hills  Church,  Southaven: 
at  11  a.m.  and  1  pm.;  weeknights  at  Nov.  2-5;  20th  anniversary;  David 
7:30;  evangelist  Roger  Lee,  pastor,  Merritt,  former  pastor,  Morgantown, 
Kennedy  Springs,  Mendenhall;  singer  Natchez,  Sunday  morning  message; 
Ray  Gates,  music  director  at  Galilee,  lunch  served  in  fellowship  hall ;  after 
Puckett;  Troy  Grubbs,  pastor.  lunch,  service  in  sanctuary,  history 

read  and  special  music;  J.  B.  Miller, 
Lowrey  Memorial,  Blue  Mountain :  first  full  time  pastor,  conducting  ser- 
Oct.  26-29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 7 pm.;  vice,  3  p.m.,  and  revival  services; 
weekdays,  11:30a.m.  and 7 pm.;  Bob  Jack  Childs,  former  minister  of 
Long,  Ginton,  Ky,  evangelist;  Myma  music,  leading  music;  Charles 
Loy  Hedgepeth,  Jackson,  music;  Matt  Bagwell,  pastor. 

Buckles,  pastor. 


Corinth,  Route  1,  Heidelberg:  Calvary,  Greenville:  Oct.  26-29; 

Nov.  2-5;  Sun.,  10  a.m.,  7:30  pm.;  regularservices,  Sunday;  noon  and  7 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm.;  Mon.,  Bible  Con-  p.m.,  Mon.-Wed.;  Knox  'Talbert,  Ft. 
ference,  1  pm.  until  supper  time,  meal  Worth,  Tex.,  evangelist;  Roger 
at  church;  Jim  Hill,  East  Pleasant  Pursley,  minister  of  music.  First, 
Grove  (Clarke)  evangelist;  Randy  Eupora,  music;  Tommy  Snyder, 
McGoud,  Houston  Road,  (Jones),  pastor;  Paul  Powell,  minister  of 
music  evangelist;  Edd  Holloman,  music, 
pastor. 


First,  Waynesboro:  Oct.  26;  180th 
anniversary;  worship,  10  a.m., 
Eugene  Keebler,  preaching;  dinner 
on  ground,  11:30;  tour  of  building, 
12:30;  afternoon  service,  1:30;  no 
evening  service;  Robert  H.  Perry, 
pastor;  Wayne  Meeks,  minister  of 
music;  DeJuan  Walley,  education 
director. 


pastor,  Pine  Grove,  House,  speaker; 
lunch  served,  family  life  building, 
followed  by  afternoon  program  con¬ 
cluding  2:30  pm.;  Wayne  Campbell, 
pastor. 


First,  Minter  Gty:  Oct.  26;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship  service,  11 
a.m.;  G.  T.  Dukes,  speaker;  Randy 
Futral,  pastor. 


New  Hope  (Simpson):  Nov.  2;  ser¬ 
vices,  11  a.m.;  Jerry  Warren,  pastor, 
speaker;  Jamie  Coulter,  Hamburg, 
Ark.,  special  music;  noonday  meal; 
afternoon  music  by  guest  singer. 

Chnaky,  Chunky:  21st  annual 
homecoming,  Nov.  2;  Curtis  Guess, 


First,  West  Point:  Nov.  2;  Sunday 
School,  9:45;  worship,  10:55  a.m., 
John  Barnes,  preaching;  dinner, 
noon;  1:30  p.m..  Squire  Parsons  in 
concert;  no  evening  service;  Jerry 
Vardaman,  interim  pastor. 


“What’s  that  chicken  doing  in  Brother  Williams’  ed  to  the  student.  The  student  became  a  Christian  |  Tff  i  ^ 

driveway?”  an  old  man  asked  as  he  walked  by.  But  and  then  volunteered  to  be  his  interpreter.  There  I  fcg 

it  wasn’t  a  chicken.  It  was  an  eight-foot  high  wooden  were  102  converts.  'Hie  Mantee  pastor  toptized  them  I  ' 

stork  built  by  some  of  the  members  of  Mantee  in  a  60-gallon  drum.  *  ' 

Church  and  displayed  in  their  pastor’s  yard.  After  the  ninth  day,  he  recalls,  Lee  Nichols,  mis- 

Nathaniel  Lm  Williams  arrived  from  Korea  sionary  from  Alabama,  came  and  got  him  and  took 
September  22,  1966,  at  6:29  pm.  on  Flight  556,  at  the  him  to  his  house  for  a  bath  and  a  night’s  sleep  in  “a 

age  of  almost  four  months.  Height,  23V4  inches,  proper  bed.”  He  also  saw  Major  McDaniels  from  ^ 

Weight,  12  lbs.,  10  oz.  (He  weighs  14  lb.  now.)  Mississippi  and  sevmal  other  Baptist  missionaries.  fll 

An  announcement  went  out  through  the  mails;  By  train  he  traveled  to  the  city  of  Anyan,  where  V 

“Through  the  miracle  of  adoption,  Nathaniel  Lee  is  he  started  a  second  church.  ‘We  knock^  on  many  :  ^  wc* 

forever  home  to  stay  with  Tsrry  and  Norrie  doors,  invited  people  to  the  services.  Lots  of  them  4‘  ,  ▲ 

Williams.”  A  poem  accompanying  the  announce-  were  Buddhists.”  TTiere  attendance  was  not  nearly  -  r 

ment  began,  “Rejoice,  we  have  a  son.  Lord.  He’s  as  large,  but  about  45  came.  Where  to  baptize  the  v  _ 

home,  now  thanks  to  you!  Joy.  Sending  him  from  far  12j|pnverts  presented  a  puzzle,  but  a  solvable  one. 
away,  you’ve  made  our  dreams  come  true.”  Ahilg^  [dastic  bag  was  stretched  over  furniture  and 

Terry  and  Norrie  had  been  married  and  childless  filled  with  water. 
for  14  years  when  they  made  the  definite  decision  “Christians  in  Korea  are  so  friendly,”  said  Terry. 
to  adopt  a  baby.  They  considered  Sellers  Home  in  “They  live  their  Christianity  every  day.  Every 
New  Orleans,  “But  we  thought  we  would  be  too  old,”  church  in  Korea  has  at  least  one  all-night  prayer  ->  '  *  ».-* 

he  said,  “l^  the  end  of  a  long  waiting  period.”  Nor-  meeting  a  week.  Next  morning,  afto*  praying  all  Teny  and  Norrie  Williams  talk  to  their  new  baby, 
rie  kept  seeing  ads  of  Holt  International  Agency  in  night,  people  go  right  on  to  work,  saying  they  feel  Nathaniel  Lee,  who  arrived  in  September  from  Korea, 
magazines.  One  day  she  asked  Terry,  “Would  you  fine  and  refreshed.”  ^  ^  Williams  is  pastor  at  Mantee. 

like  a  Korean  baby?”  They  prayed  atiout  this,  and  He  reflects,  “I  believe  the  Koreans  responded  to 

both  felt  it  was  the  right  step  to  apply  through  Holt,  me  better  because  they  knew  1  was  planning  to  expects  to  receive  a  doctor  of  ministry  degree  next 
a  little  over  a  year  aga  adopt  a  Kcn^n  baby.”  spring  from  Luther  Rice  Seminary. 

Two  women.  Holt  employees,  delivered  a  four-  Norrie  met  him  in  Seoul  for  the  final  two  days,  and  When  they  heard  that  the  baby  would  be  arrivii^ 

year-old  Korean  girl  and  ninennonth-old  Korean  boy  '  they  went  on  to  Hong  Kong  for  a  brief  stay.  'The  day  soon,  church  members  gave  them  a  shower.  Norrie 
to  other  parents  on  the  same  day  they  brought  they  left  Seoul,  June  3,  a  4-lb,  11  oz.  boy  was  bom  got  the  nursery  ready.  That  baby  really  has  arriv- 
Nathaniel  Lee.  _  the  future  Nathaniel  Lee  Williams,  but  they  didn’t  ed  in  a  beautiful  place  Norrie  has  a  talent  for 

Coincidentally,  Terry  went  on  a  mission  trip  to  imow  it  that  day.  decorating,  and  much  oi  the  country  charm  in  her 

Korea  earlier  this  year,  in  late  May  and  early  June.  “i  plan  to  go  on  another  mission  trip  to  Korea  next  house  was  added  by  objects  she  made  herself.  Blue 
He  and  84  others  under  direction  of  the  Foreign  Mis-  year,”  Terry  said.  Mantee  (?hurch  has  an  item  in  its  coordinates  it  all  —  from  blue-checked  kitchen 
Sion  Board,  SBC,  planted  churches.  After  orienta-  budget  for  its  pastor  to  go  on  a  mission  trip  every  ^tablecloth  to  blue  bedroom  curtains  to  blues  in 
tion  in  Seoul  they  scattered  out  to  varied  villages  and  year.  Next  year,  besides  their  own  pastor,  they  will  Nathaniel’s  room.  And  after  all,  blue  is  for  boys, 
cities.  E^ach  achieved  his  goal  of.  planting  one  also  send  Bobby  Williamson,  pastor  at  Meadville  Tterry  built  many  jaeces  of  their  handsome  furniture, 
church.  Terry  was  the  only  one  who  started  two  (whose  wife  is  from  Mantee),  on  a  mission  to  and  carved  designs  in  the  natural  pine 
churches.  Nigeria.  Ibo,  they  have  added  a  fund  for  a  layman  The  baby  has  come  to  a  home  full  of  love,  too.  “If 

At  Kwang-tae  Village,  he  preached  under  a  tent  to  make  a  mission  trip  each  year.  anybody  was  ever  ready  to  welcome  a  baby,  we 

five  or  six  times  a  night  (people  would  keep  com-  These  mission  trips  for  Mantee  pastors  have  are!”  both  parents  declare.  Norrie  is  a  blue-eyed 


A  hahy  boy 
arrives 
in  Mantee 


Trustees  find  Sparkman’s  views  acceptible 


(continued  from  page  6)  preschoolers.  ding  to  trustee  Sid  Peterson,  pastor  of  CJantley  of  Overland,  Mo. ;  Si  Davis  of  of  Clinton,  Miss.,  and  public  relations 

Sparkman  asked  the  board  members.  Following  Sparkman’s  [xesentation,  Stine  Road  Baptist  Church  of  Tucson,  Ariz.;  Gannon;  Melvin  Hill  of  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
“No.  We  must  make  an  affirmative  trustees  discussed  the  recommenda-  Bakersfield,  C^lif.  Peterson  already  Lee’s  Summit,  Ma ;  Joseph  Johnson  of  Qiildren’s  Village,  did  not  vote  dining 

response  for  salvation  to  be  tion  for  more  than  three  hours.  Seven-  has  asked  to  bring  a  minority  report  Knoxville,  Ttain. ;  Graydon  Kitchens  of  the  roll  call  but  later  he  said  that  if  he 

complete.”  teen  trustees  spoke  on  the  issue.  when  Midwestern  Seminary  reports  Minden,  La. ;  Philip  Lykes  of  had  been  given  the  opportunity,  he 

Sparkman  told  the  trustees  that  for  “I’m  proud  of  the  process  we  used,”  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Lakeland,  Fla.;  Lloyd  Minter  of  Hilsa.  would  have  supported  the 
him,  sin  is  a  reality  and  sin  separates  Ferguson  later  told  the  board  June.  Okla.;  Robert  Mullinax  of  Raleigh,  recommendation, 

from  God.  “Ever  since  Adam’s  trans-  members.  “We  are  part  of  the  recon-  Peterson  said  he  believes  most  N.C. ;  Timothy  Norman  of  Richmond,  The  trustees  also  unanimously 

gression  it  has  been  impo^ible  for  ciliation  process  within  the  Southern  Southern  Baptists  differ  with  the  ac-  Va.;  Robert  Perry  of  Kansas  City,  voted  to  express  appreciation  and  sup- 

creation  to  move  as  God  intended.  Baptist  Convention.  Reconciliation  is  tion  taken  by  the  trustees.  “There  are  Ma;  Russell  Reid  of  Smithburg,  Md.;  port  for  Midwestern  faculty  members 

There  has  been  a  break,  and  the  break  more  than  just  smiling  and  saying,  “I  nine  innings  in  a  ballgame  and  this  Marvin  Rousch  of  Thkoma  Park,  Md.;  for  the  manner  in  which  the  faculty 

is  the  result  of  sin  and  the  name  (rf  the  love  you.”  Reconciliation  is  op^y  and  isn’t  the  last  inning,”  he  said.  J.W.  Simmons  of  Windsor,  Mo. ;  Doyle  members  conducted  themselves  dur- 

break  is  estrangement  trwn  God,”  he  honestly  facing  differences  and  work-  “I  don’t  believe  what  Sparkman  said  Smith  of  Great  Bend,  Kans. ;  Lowell  ing  this  time  of  controversy  within  the 

said.  “I  am  a  conversionist,  not  a  ing  through  them  as  Christian  tousisconsistentwith  what  he  wrote  Socolofsky  of  Bellevue,  Neb.;  Paul  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 

universalist,”  Sparkman  said.  brothers.”  in  his  books,”  Peterson  said.  “You  real-  Terranova  of  Lenexa,  Kans. ;  A.C.  Bob  Terry  edits  the  Missouri  Bap- 

The  professor  defended  his  use  of  Gannon  told  the  board  members  ly  have  to  twist  his  writing  to  make  his  Woodbum  of  Las  Cruces,  N.M. ;  and  tist  Word  and  Way. 

the  term  ‘^children  of  God”  to  apply  that  before  reaching  its  recommenda-  statements  agree  with  his  writing.”  (^rald  Young  of  Saint  Joseph,  Mo. 
to  all  men  and  women.  He  explained  tions,  the  instructional  committee  had  Powell  said  he  thinks  the  controver-  Voting  against  the  recommenda- 

that  all  people  are  children  of  God  by  considered  every  charge  raised  sy  might  die  down  if  Sparkman  tion:  Richard  Adams  of  Festus,  Mo.;  ||||||^^WjSSk  , 

creation.  “But  created  sons  and  against  Sparkman.  doesn’t  write  an)rthing  else  “I’ve  Jack  Amis  of  Hopkinsville  Ky.;  Jerry 

daughters  of  grow  up  and  become  Kerry  Powell,  pastOT  of  First  Bap-  always  thought  when  the  church  voted  Davenport  of  Sheffield,  'I^xas; 

accountable  for  their  sin.  There  tist  Church  of  Forrest  City,  Ark.,  and  on  something,  that  settled  the  issue  Eugene  Dempsey  of  Everett,  Wash. ; 

comes  a  time  that  if  they  do  not  em-  a  member  of  the  instructional  com-  As  trustees,  we  are  the  responsible  James  Graves  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 

brace  God,  they  start  to  turn  away  mittee  agreed.  “We  have  faced  every  body.  James  Jones  of  Trenton,  Mich. ;  **"*  TRUVir  T 

from  the  God,”  he  added.  issue  “We  have  examined  the  issues  and  James  McfXdlen  of  Ballwin,  Mo.;  i.  Fo«i  viticiunt  —  Low*r  coat  pur 

Sparkman  also  defended  his  posi-  "That  is  right.  Even  though  I  voted  voted.  My  side  didn’t  win  but  for  me  Peterson;  Powell;  Bill  Roby  of  Cohim-  9  —  tom  mad 

tion  adolescence  is  the  best  time  for  against  the  recommendation,  I  agree  that  settles  it.”  bus,  Ohio;  and  David  Simpson  of  g  "”*** 

individual  conversion  by  pointing  to  that  the  trustees  have  faced  the  issues  Voting  to  affirm  Sparkman  as  Indianapolis.  4  Custom  bXiw^bor  nseds 

quotes  from  W.A.  Criswell,  pastor  of  and  voted  to  affirm  Sparkman,”  he  teaching  within  the  bounds  of  the  Absent  were  Carolyn  Snider  of  tar « HMSiimi 

First  Baptist  (Thurch  of  Dallas,  in  said.  seminary’s  articles  of  faith:  Robert  Pagosa  Springs,  Cola,  and  Jeanette  ooi-824-i9ra _ omid  Upton 

which  Criswell  expressed  concern  The  trustee  action  is  not  likely  to  Baggott  Jr.  of  Dothan,  Ala.;  Lester  Harlow  of  Oak  Park,  Ill.  ********  — 

about  baptizing  young  children  and  ,  bring  an  end  to  the  controversy,  accor-  Branham  of  Lake  City,  &C.;  Clyde  Board  Chairman  Kermit  McGregor  W  — O—  «— l  **  —  j 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Church  thievery 

Editor: 

Much  is  said  about  dead  or  dying 
Southern  Baptist  churches.  Ironical¬ 
ly,  pastors  must  accept  a  fair  measure 
of  responsibility  in  the  matter.  In 
some  cases  pastors  kill  their  churches 
through  sermons  lacking  exegetical 
depth.  People  desiring  the  Bread  of 
Life  eventually  fall  away  —  hungry. 
Then  there  is  another  type  of  pastor 
who  goes  into  a  Southern  Baptist 
church  with  a  “more  than  Baptist” 
theology.  He  is  guilty  of  insidious  sins 
that  tear  away  at  the  very  heart  of 
God’s  church. 

First,  he  is  deceitful.  He  pos^  as  a 
dedicated  Baptist  until  he  gains  the 
pastorate  Afterward,  he  finds  fault 
with  his  people’s  spirituality.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  him,  t^ey  would  be  nearer  the 
heart  of  God  i  if  they  behaved  more 
ecstatically  during  his  sermons. 
Perhaps  th^  should  shout,  clap  their 
hands,  spe4k  in  tongues,  or 
spasmodically  interject  an  “Amen!” 

-  As  a  result  of  his  influence  the  con¬ 
gregation  gradually  evolves  into  two 
incompatible  groups  —  the  staid  Bap¬ 
tists  and  the  “more  than  Baptists.” 
Dissension  increases.  A  church  split 
becomes  inevitable. 

When  the  pastor  has  polarized  his 
congregation,  he  hopes  that  the 
disgruntled  will  find  other  churches. 


'In  other  words,  his  goal  is  to  pro¬ 
selytize  a  congregation,  acquiring  the 
entire  physical  plant  in  the  process.  In 
so  doing,  he  becomes  a  thief. 

Why  would  a  pastor  wish  to  hang  on¬ 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  name  if,  in¬ 
deed,  he  feels  his  own  theology 
superior?  The  answer,  unfortimately, 
is  selfishness.  Without  the  energy  and 
j2lhe  struggles  of  a  building  program, 
he  has  acquired  a  church.  Now, 
through  further  hypocrisy,  he  may 
protect  his  future,  using  Southern 
Baptist  annuity  and  insurance  plans. 
’Ib  use  them  under  the  circumsUnces 
is  unethical,  even  sinful. 

Neda  G.  Hill 
Meridian 

Blue  print  as  prayer? 

Editor: 

Relative  to  the  (mercifully) 
anonymous  letter  claiming  that  Mat¬ 
thew  6:9  is  a  “blue  print  for  prayer 
and  not  a  prayer,”  one  may  dispense, 
perhaps,  with  the  fact  that  very  an¬ 
cient  Giristians  thought  otherwise 
(’The  Didache  shows  it  being  used  this 
way  before  the  end  of  the  first  cen¬ 
tury),  and  simply  note  that  Jesus’  own 
words  really  settle  the  matter  beyond 
dispute:  “When  ye  pray,  say  . . .” 
(Luke  11:2). 

Patrick  Henry  Reardon  Associate 
Professor  of  Old  Testament.  TVinity 


Committee  avoids  .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  4) 
convention. 

A  fourth  was  proposed  by  Russell 
Bennett  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  came 
to  the  Executive  Committee  to  plead 
his  case.  Bennett’s  proposal  would 
have  required  the  president  to  make 
his  nominations  to  the  Committee  on 
Committees  from  a  pool  of  four  per¬ 
sons  suggested  by  state  convention 
presidents. 

In  response  to  a  motion  referred  to 
it  for  study,  the  Executive  Committee 
declined  to  recommend  that  a  special 
world  hunger  offering  be  established 
as  part  of  the  regular  order  of 
business  at  the  annual  meetings. 

The  action,  however,  encouraged 
“churches  to  participate  in  the  con¬ 
vention  emphasis  of  World  Hunger 
Day”  and  further  noted  “any  special 
offerings  be  discouraged  during  an¬ 
nual  meetings.” 

Another  motion  instmcted  the  con¬ 
vention  to  provide  adequate  child 
care.  The  committee  noted  “that  due 
to  the  limitation  of  space  in  some  of 
the  convention  centers  in  which  the 
annual  meeting  is  held,  it  is  not 
always  possible  to  provide  adequate 


space  for  all  child  care  requirements.” 

The  committee  was  told  child  care 
was  provided  for  250  children  at  the 
1965  annual  meeting,  and  for  240 
children  at  the  1986  annual  meeting. 
Seventy-five  children  could  not  be  ac- 
conunodated  in  1965  and  about  125  last 
year. 

In  another  matter,  Harold  C.  Ben¬ 
nett,  president  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  briefed  the  committee  on  his 
efforts  to  find  a  replacement  for 
Wilmer  C.  Fields,  vice  president  for 
public  relations  and  director  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 

Under  Executive  Committee  by¬ 
laws,  senior  staff  members  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  are  elected  by  the 
entire  committee,  upon  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  president. 

Bennett  noted  he  has  started  a  file 
of  the  names  of  persons  who  have 
been  suggested  to  succeed  Fields,  who 
will  retire  March  3,  1937.  “It  is  my 
urgent  desire  to  follow  God’s  leader¬ 
ship,  and  I  am  praying  that  one  of 
th^  (persons)  will  rise  to  the  sur¬ 
face.” 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 


Illiteracy  remains  a  national  tragedy 


Adult  illiteracy  remains  a  national 
tragedy. 

The  recent  documentary  At  a  Loss 
for  Words,  an  ABC-TV  and  PBS  joint 
effort,  included  some  startling 
statistics.  Although  experts  disagree 
on  the  numbers,  an  estimated  23 
million  adults  in  this  country  cannot 
read,  write  or  reason  beyond  a  4th- 
grade  level.  Another  35  million  cannot 
function  beyond  an  8th-grade  level. 

Estimated  cost  to  society  is  enor¬ 
mous:  more  than  $200  billion  a  year 


in  welfare  checks,  crime,  in¬ 
competence,  lost  taxes  and  special 
educational  programs. 

Private  and  public  iMOgrams  reach 
only  2  million  adults  who  need  help. 
Federal  and  state  governments  com¬ 
bined  spend  $5  to  $12  per  functionally 
illiterate  adult. 

And  every  year,  the  ranks  of  the 
functionally  illiterate  sweU  by  another 
2.3  million  adults. 

-  USA  TODAY 


Episcopal  School  for  Ministry,  Am- 
bridge.  Pa. 

Abortion  resolutions 
Editor: 

I  am  troubled  by  the  recent  action, 
or  rather  I  should  say  the  recent  in¬ 
action,  by  the  majority  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Christian  Life  Commission  in 
their  refusal  to  put  pressure  on  that 
agency  so  that  it  would  indeed  be  a 
Christian  “Life”  Commission.  Tbday 
the  position  of  the  CLC  on  abortion  is 
uncomfortably  close  to  that  of  the 
AC!LU  and  the  National  Organization 
of  Women. 

The  position  of  the  CLC  on  abortion 
(as  stated  in  the  Texas  Baptist  Stan¬ 
dard,  September  24, 1966,  p  10)  is  that 
abortion  should  be  permitted  if  a 
pregnancy  is  a  “threat  to  the  mental 
health  of  the  mother.”  In  other  words 
if  an  unmarried  girl  is  going  to  be  em¬ 
barrassed  if  anyone  finds  out  she  is 
pregnant,  then  she  should  have  the 
right  to  end  the  life  of  the  one  she  is 
carrying  within  her  womb.  Her  “men¬ 
tal  b^lth”  (i.e  her  need  not  to  be  em¬ 
barrassed)  is  more  important  than 
the « physical  life  of  the  living  one 
within  her  whose  only  crime  is  that  he 
or  she  is  not  wanted. 

That  position  regarding  abortion  is 
what  you  would  expect  out  (rf  a  liberal, 
humanist  congestion  like  the  AdU 


MSU  BSU  plans 
alumni  meeting 

The  Mississippi  State  University 
Baptist  Student  Union  Alumni 
Fellowship  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  Saturday,  Oct.  25  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Student  Center  on  the  Starkville 
campus  as  part  of  Homecoming 
activities. 

The  meeting  begins  at  j  p.m.  with 
a  buffet  and  a  concert  at  3  pm.  featur¬ 
ing  three  former  students ;  and  at  6 : 45 
is  the  football  game  against  Auburn. 

Cost  of  the  buffet  is  $3.50  for  adults, 
$1.75  for  children. 

Memorial  — 
DeSoto  plans 
groundbreaking 

SOUTHAVEN,  MISS.  -  Plans  for 
Baptist  Memorial  Hospital-DeSoto 
will  move  one  step  closer  to  reality  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  26  with  a  groundbreak¬ 
ing  ceremony. 

The  ceremonies  at  2  pm.  will  of¬ 
ficially  mark  the  beginning  of  site 
work  for  the  $17  million  BMH-DeSoto, 
a  130-bed  acute  care  and  rehabilita¬ 
tion  facility  Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  System,  Inc.  will  operate  in 
Southaven.  ’The  hospital  should  open 
in  mid-1968. 

The  ceremony  will  be  held  at  the 
hospital’s  50-acre  site  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Goodman  Road  and 
Interstate-55  in  Southaven. 

BMH-DeSoto  will  have  100  acute 
care  beds,  including  an  obstetrical 
service  and  a  24-hour  emergency 
service 


but  not  out  of  an  organization  funded 
by  Southern  Baptists.  It  is  time  that 
the  Christian  Life  Commission  began 
reflecting  the  views  of  the  majority  of 
Southern  Baptists. 

It  is  apparent  that  it  will  not  reflect 
the  pro-life  position  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  until  a  majority  of 
the  trustees  elected  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  forces  them  to  do 
so.  Hopefully  the  CLC  will  have  a 
change  of  heart  and  will  begin  to  pro¬ 
vide  real  leadership  in  the  fight  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  most  innocent  and  defenseless 
of  all  human  beings.  If  they  don’t,  then 
I  pray  that  within  a  few  more  years 
we  will  have  enough  trustees  of  strong 
pro-life  convicti<ms  on  the  board  of  the 
CLC  so  that  they  can  force  it  to  take 
a  pro-life  stand. 

David  W.  Allen 

Shuqualak 

The  chairman  of  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  told  the  BAPTIST 
RECORD  that  the  statement  about 
mental  health  was  not  an  official  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  commission  or  the  result 
of  action  by  the  commission.  It  was  a 
statement  made  by  the  executive 
secretary;  and  it  referred  to  con¬ 
siderations  that  would  be  involved 
should,  for  instance,  a  14-year-oid  girl 
with  a  mental  problem  become  preg¬ 
nant.  Nevertheless,  there  are  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  considerations  here  that  are  in¬ 
volved  in  commission  positions.  One, 

Religion  and 
public  school 
textbooks 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  which  has  sent 
23,0(X)  copies  of  a  religious  liberty 
resource  guide  to  teachers  across  the 
United  States.  Such  steps  as  revising 
textbooks,  exercising  care  in  textbook 
selection,  and  utilizing  supplemen¬ 
tary  materials  are  sound  approaches 
to  keeping  education  public  which  en¬ 
suring  that  students  are  not  deprived 
of  knowledge  of  America’s  religious 
and  political  heritage. 

A  vital,  integral  element  in  the 
public  Khool  education  of  America’s 
childreh  and  youth,  textbooks  deserve 
and  are  receiving  careful  scrutiny 
from  a  variety  of  concerned  groups. 
That  religion  is  receiving  deficient 
treatment  in  these  books  is  beyond 
debate.  While  Christians  cannot  and 
should  not  expect  wordly  government 
to  propagate  the  gospel  of  God,  they 
can  indeed  call  for  justice  in  dealing 
with  public  facts. 

The  judicial  precedent  for  teaching 
about  religion  is  clear  and  affir¬ 
mative.  Yet  the  impact  of  religion  in 
historical  and  civic  life  receives  in¬ 
adequate  testimony.  Baptists  can  and 
must  encourage  education  about 
religion  in  the  public  schools,  not  in 
such  a  way  as  to  deny  the  religious 
freedom  of  others,  but  to  ensure  that 
America’s  citizens  will  know  the 
significance  of  religion  and  liberty  to 
practice  it  in  a  democratic,  free 
society.  < 

Vic  Case,  a  research  intern  at  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee,  is  a 
graduate  of  Baylor  University  and 
Southern  Seminary. 


the  reason  for  having  trustees  is  that 
the  convention  could  change  its  mind 
so  often  that  the  affairs  and  positions 
of  the  agencies  could  not  be  decided 
from  the  convention  floor.  An  agency 
would  start  in  one  direction  one  year 
and  might  have  to  change  the  next. 
Then  it  might  be  turned  back  to  the 
first  direction  the  next  year.  The 
trustees,  however,  seek  to  be  attuned 
to  convention  concepts.  And  the  agen¬ 
cies,  second,  have  no  choice  but  to 
move  as  directed  by  the  trustees. 
Therefore,  the  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion  is  doing  what  its  trustees  have 
told  it  to  do. 

Until  the  80s  the  convention  stand  on 
abortion,  according  to  resolutions 
adopted,  was  that,  in  addition  to  the 
life  of  the  mother,  rape  and  incest 
should  be  considered.  Resolutions, 
however,  are  not  binding  because  they 
cannot  be.  They  represent  only  the 
opinions  of  the  people  who  vote  for 
them.  The  mass  of  Southern  Baptists 
might  or  might  not  agree,  and  there 
is  no  way  of  finding  out.  The  CLC 
chairman,  however,  said  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  trustees  are  aware  of  the  later 
convention  resolutions  on  abortion 
and  are  working  on  the  situation. 

So  while  the  CLC  trustees  dont  have 
to  be  bound  by  resolutions,  they  are 
aware  and  are  giving  consideration  to 
them.  —  Editor. 

FREE  BOOK.  Tha  PromiM  of  His  I 
Prasonce.”  co-auttKxad  by  my  wifa  and  me. 
baaed  upon  John  14,  is  oHered  tree, 
autographed.  No  strings  as  this  is  a  tove 
miTMstry,  absotutaiy  nothing  corMroversial. 
Postage  accepted.  Edwin  Purviance.  21 
Glenview  Hoad,  Aahevilta.  NC  28804 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanahip  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 

"lnt»rrmtionally  known  apocialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 
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25  '  or  47  - 
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BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 

PEWSmNTED  I 

We  would  be  interested  in  hear¬ 
ing  from  you  if  have  used 
pews  for  sale.  Please  forward 
detailed  -information  including 
sizes  and  price  to: 

Building  Committee 
First  Baptist  Church 
P.  O.  Box  609 
Hammond,  LA  70404 

Pews.  puflpAS,  bapkstrioi', 
stalnod  glata,  carpot, 
ktoaptos,  chairs, 

Van  aninklE  ‘^,5^ 
(£  laurel) 

JurniBijtnsB  3c 

Box  SOI.  Fulton.  MS.  36843 
In  MS.  Ton  Free  1-800-624-0627 
Design— Construction  Management 

We  Remodel  4  Palni 
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Lifeline  Mission,  a  mission  of  Day 
Star  Church,  Florence,  has  recently 
concluded  its  “Scripture  Revival” 
which  was  led  by  W.  L.  Compere, 
president-emeritus  of  Clarke  College. 

Compere,  having  memorized  the  en¬ 
tire  Gospel  of  Mark,  presented  this 
rapidly  moving  Biblical  record  using 
drama.  “Compere  and  two  neighbor 
churches  made  substantial  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  building  fund  of  the  mis¬ 
sion.  The  mobile  chapel  was  furnish¬ 
ed  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  Rankin  County  Association 
paid  expenses  on  the  installation,” 
says  Ken  Brown,  pastor. 

Harmony  Church,  Walnut,  will  have 
lay  weekend  services,  Nov.  7-9.  Ben 
Parman  is  pastor.  Everett  Gunter  is 
lay  renewal  leader.  David  Phillip  is 
coordinator. 

W.  L.  Owens  of  Augusta,  Ga.  is 
scheduled  for  the  fall  Bible  Con¬ 
ference,  Oct.  26-30,  at  Nineteenth 
Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Sunday  services  will  be  11  a.m.  and 
6;  30  p.m.,  and  at  7  p.m.  during  the 
week. 

Owens  will  be  dealing  with  spiritual 
warfare.  A  question  and  answer  Poplar  Springs  Church.  Newton,  celebrated  homecoming  on  Sept.  28,  and  was 
period  will  follow  the  Mon.  and  Thurs.  attended  by  over  200  members  and  guests.  The  last  homecoming  was  almost  20 
service  Steven  G.  Simmons  is  pastor,  years  ago. 

rharlec  1  Rixrtetor  nastnr  nf  Riwr  Attendance  in  Sunday  School  was  a  five-year  high  of  66.  Guest  organist  was  Mrs. 
view  Church,  B^,  iT,  wiU  leS  the  ^  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Sadie  Gary 

ference,  at  Gillsburg  Church.  Osyka.,  ® 

Oct  2A^26  >  .r  .  presented.  The  first  building  was  a  one-room  log  structure  which  measured  20  by 

Register,  a  native  of  Starke,  Fla.,  is 

a  uraduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminarv  somewhere  around  the  turn  of  the  century. 

and  is  workinc  on  his  doctorate  ^f  speaker.  He  is  director  of  stewardship  for 

theoloav  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention.  Wetoh  grew  up  in  Hickory  and  was  a  member  of  Poplar 

Th^onference  begins  Fridav  6  •  30  boyhood  days.  Mrs.  Glenda  Sue  Gary  Bounds  presented  special  music, 

p  m  &bIrSt  tS  s^flri^e  bSSi  9  to  ^burch-wide  dinner  was  spread,  and  an  afternoon  service  was  held.  Miss  Kim 

11:30  a.m.  A  c^red  dish^heon  fwl”! 

will  be  served  and  the  service  wiU  ^  ®  Evans 

rociimo  19  m  i.niii  9  ftn  «  TK/.  ^  Wilmer,  Ala.,  he  is  a  former  pastor  and  is  presently  pastor  of  San  Souci  Church 

last  service  on  Sunday  bejSns  at  11  UBatre,  Ala.,  and  is  also  chairman  of  the  department  of  speech  pathology 

^  ^  ^  at  the  University  of  SoMth  Alabama.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Brady  sang  a  solo. 

The  conference  wiU  deal  with  the  '8®2-l967; 

biblicalPeasonofevangelism.howto 
give  a  testimony,  and^hdw  to  share  a 

Gary  Beets, 


Calvary  Church,  West  Point,  ordained  two  men  as  deacons,  Sept.  28.  Pictured  f  H  i  A  i  mB 

are  Robert  Holt  (left),  Randy  Wooten  (right),  and  presenting  their  certificates  of  or-  ^  ^  B  ■  BBi  > 

dination  is  Charles  Eubanks,  chairman  of  deacons.  Payton  Myers  is  pastor.  4 - lS  m 

Poplar  Springs  Church,  i  j  Wm 

Newton,  celebrates  homecoming  Adaton  Church,  Starkville  recently  dedicated  a  6600  square  foot  education  building 

consisting  of  a  2400  square  foot  fellowship  hall,  nine  Sunday  School  classrooms. 

9  kitchen,  and  library.  Total  project  cost  was  $1751XX). 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Philip  Williams,  TWB  co-chairman;  Ron  Honea,  long  range 
planning  committee  chairman;  Bruce  Markley,  pastor;  Glenn  Monroe,  deacon  chair¬ 
man;  and  Rodney  Rowlen,  building  committee  chairman. 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 

We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
798-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Dub  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 
Picayune,  MS  39466. 
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It  may  be  the  most  beautiful. . 
the  most  meanii^;ful  |Mece  of 
jewelry  you  will  ever  own. 

The  Bible  Locket  Beautifully  handcrafted  in  pure 
_ .  ^  miniature  of  the  most  pre- 


state  director, 
Mississippi  Fellowship  of  CJhristian 
Athletes,  will  be  guest  speaker  in 
chapel  services  for  students  and  the 
public  on  the  Clarke  (follege  campus 
Wednesday,  Oct.  29,  at  11  a.m. 


STERLING  SILVER,  it 
cKXJs  book  in  the  world  -  the  Holy  Bible 

“The  Lord  is  my  shef^erd. . is  with  you  always. 

The  complete  twenty-third  Psalm  is  LASER  engraved  inside  your  locket  so  that  the  Bible  s 
own  inspiring  words  are  there  wth  you  always  to  comfort  and  heal.  The  beautiful  Bible  Locket 
in  pure  STERLING  SILV'ER  is  available  for  only  $49.95  and  only  through  this  offer 

Order  NOW  and  you  will  receive  a  FREE  silver  chain  and  gift  box  with  each  locket. 
SPECIAL  OFFER:  The  Bible  Locket  is  the  perfect  gift  ftsr  all  your  holiday  gnnt^,,. 
order  3  lockets  NOW  at  the  special  tow  price  of  $1 39.85  and  SAVE  $10.00! 

SEND  TO.  GAULEE  PRODUCTS  INC.  P.O.B.  918 
MADISON  SQUARE  STATION.  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10159 


Q  Please  rush  me  3  Bible  Lockets  each  with 


a  FREE  chain  and  gift  box  at  the  special 
low  price  of  only  $1 39.85 . 1  have  enclosed  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling. 

Please  rush  me _ Bible  Locketfs)  at  $49.95  each  with  a  FREE  chain  and  gift 

box(es).  I  have  eiwlosed  $  plus  $2.00  shipping  and  handling  for  each  locket. 

Payable  by  check,  money  order 
or  credit  card 

SY  SlSlOecTS  APP  SALtS  TAX 


Neshoba  Church,  Neshoba  County,  held  note  burning.  Sept.  21.  The  new  struc¬ 
ture  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $168,000  in  1984,  and  after  two  and  one  half  years  It  is 
paid  in  full. 

The  new  building  has  a  sanctuary  that  will  seat  250  and  some  educational  space. 
The  old  building  is  now  used  for  fellowship  and  educational  space. 

Pictured,  are  Cal  Cooley,  pastor;  David  Hdrrington,  Jack  Mason,  and  James  Herbert 
Vance,  trustees. 

Tne  building  committee  members  for  the  project  were,  David  Harrington,  chair¬ 
man;  James  H.  VarKe,  Ralph  McNair,  Allen  Boler,  Sidney  Thompson,  Jeanett  Mason 
and  Lynda  Ethridge. 


Neal  Morahead  and  Mrs.  Annis 
Barber  are  pictured  receiving  Bibles  from 
Gary  Smith,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Car- 
riere.  Morahead  has  served  20  years  as 
Sunday  School  superintendent.  Mrs. 
Barber  received  a  Sunday  School  pin  for 
20  years  of  perfect  attendance. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 
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Rehoboam’s  bad  choices  belp  divide  tbe  kingdom 


By  Robert  E.  Self 
I  Kings  12:13-17.  20.  26-29 
The  tribes  of  Israel  made  up  the  kingdom  of 
'  Jod.  in  a  sense,  during  the  tenth  century  B.C. 
We  call  the  government  a  theocratic  one  which 
neans  that  God  was  ruling  through  the  people, 
^esus  later  told  his  disciples  that  the  kingdom 
as  present,  that  they  were  near  to  it,  and  that 
it  was  yet  to  come. 

We  understand  the  kingdom  to  be  present 
'vherever  God  has  his  rule.  That  was  express¬ 
ed  in  these  earlier  days  through  the  covenant 
people.  However,  in  the  lesson  for  today,  the 
rule  of  God  comes  under  question  because  of 
the  varied  interest  of  those  in  a  position  of 
leadership. 

After  the  successful  reigns  of  David  and 
Solomon  in  the  theocratic  kingdom,  Rehoboam 
made  some  bad  choices  that  resulted  in  the 
dividing  of  the  kingdom.  The  following  years 
were  years  of  pain  and  the  people  were  led  by 
kings  that  were  mostly  evil. 

I.  The  setting  (I  Kings  12:6-12) 

Jeroboam  was  a  popular  young  man  whom 
Solomon  elevated  to  a  position  of  authority.  He 
later  rebelled  against  Solomon  and  went  to 
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Egypt.  Upon  the  death  of  King  Solomon,  his  son 
Rdioboam  was  made  king  of  Israel,  Jeroboam, 
along  with  other  leaders,  came  to  coitfer  with 
Rehoboam  about  the  new  government. 

II.  A  serious  mistake  (I  Kings  12:13-15) 

Jeroboam  and  the  elders  came  before  King 
Rehoboam  and  argued  for  the  king  not  to  rule 
in  such  a  harsh  manner.  Rehoboam  then  re¬ 
jected  the  request  of  the  elders  and  consulted 
certain  young  men.  He  foolishly  concluded  on 
their  advice  that  he  would  make  the  lives  of  the 
people  more  difHcult. 

Rehoboam  stated  that  while  his  father  had 
disciplined  them  with  whips,  he  would  do  so 
with  scorpions.  The  scorpion  here  was  a  whip 
that  had  jagged  instruments  of  stone  and  metal 
tied  in  it.  It  was  a  very  cruel  instrument  of  tor¬ 
ture  and  was  reserved  usually  for  criminals. 
Scourging  was  performed  by  prostrating  the 
victim  on  the  ground,  bidding  his  arms  and  legs 
in  place  and  beating  him  across  his  back.  The 
brash  young  king  decided  on  the  advice  of 


youthful  guides  to  treat  the  people  of  God  as 
common  criminals.  That  is  always  a  very 
serious  mistake. 

III.  A  sad  picture  (I  Kings  12:16-17) 

Upon  learning  of  the  hard  line  of  the  king,  the 

Israelites  went  home  to  the  north.  They  re¬ 
jected  the  Davidic  dynasty  that  had  ruled  the 
nation  as  well.  Rehoboam,  son  of  Solomon  and 
grandson  of  David,  had  damaged  their  name. 
He  retained  the  rule  over  the  Israelites  who  liv¬ 
ed  in  Judah,  in  the  south.  The  northerners,  later 
to  be  known  as  Israel,  rejected  his  kingship. 

IV.  The  sinful  result  (1  Kings  12:20,  26-30) 

From  that  time,  the  ten  tribes  in  the  north 

were  known  as  Israel  and  the  remaining  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  south,  Judah.  Having  so  recently  re¬ 
jected  God’s  plan  for  the  people,  it  was  very 
easy  for  the  leaders  to  become  idpla^Toi^- 
Jeroboam  had  led  the  people  with  some  vision 
of  good.  Now,  however,  he  began  to  fear  that 
his  people  in  the  north  would  go  to  Jerusalem 
to  worship  and  not  return.  To  guard  against 
this,  he  set  up  two  golden  calves,  one  on  either 
end  of  the  country.  He  believed  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  would  get  to  Dan  or  Bethel  where  the  calves 
were  located  and  stqp  to  worship.  Having  done 


so,  he  believed  that  they  would  then  return 
home. 

Conclusion: 

The  harsh  decision  of  Rehoboam  was  based 
on  insecurity  and  self-interest.  He  dealt  harshly 
with  the  people  because  of  a  desire  to  promote 
himself.  Had  he  been  willing  to  work  with  the 
people,  the  kingdom  would  never  have  been 
divided.  The  Christian  must  always  be  careful 
lest  his  decisions  be  motivated  out  of  a  desire 
to  promote  himself  at  the  expense  of  others. 
Jesus  always  taught  us  to  treat  others  as  we 
would  like  to  be  treated.  Rehoboam’s  harshness 
ought  to  serve  to  teach  us  that  we  are  expected 
to  be  kind  to  others. 

Jeroboam’s  insecurity  in  setting  the  two 
golden  calves  at  places  of  worship  poses  ques¬ 
tions  for  our  own  lives.  What  he  ^d  was  not  a 
thing  to  honor  God.  We  must  ask  whether  our 
actions  are  designed  to  that  end.  Not  many  of 
us  would  be  guilty  of  erecting  a  golden  calf  as 
our  idol  before  God.  We  would,  however,  have 
to  plead  guilty  to  making  choices  about  voca¬ 
tions,  money,  pleasure,  and  position  that  come 
between  us  and  God  and  thereby  become  our 
golden  calf  to  “divide  the  kingdom’’  in  us. 

Robert  Self  is  pastor.  First,  Brookhaven. 


“Ye  must  be  born  again”  —  Jesus  is  the  way  to  new  birth 


By  Marjean  Patterson 
John  3:1-36 

Some  of  my  most  vivid  “growing-up” 
memories  center  around  activities  in  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  in  Atlanta.  Often  we 
sang  with  enthusiasm  the  gospel  song  which 
began,  “A  ruler  once  came  to  Jesus  by  night, 
to  ask  him  the  way  of  salvation  and  light.  The 
Master  made  answer  in  words  clear  and  plain, 
‘Ye  must  be  bom  again.’  ” 

I.  Jesus  explains  the  new  birth  to  Nicodemus 
(3:1-13) 

Even  in  the  earliest  stage  of  his  ministry, 
Jesus  attracted  a  lot  of  attention.  He  had  turn¬ 
ed  water  into  wine  and  had  shown  his  indigna- 
Mon  at  the  crass  commercialism  and  fraud 
iisplayed  in  the  temple.  Subsequently,  one  of 
he  leading  Pharisees  of  Jerusalem  sought  out 
Jesus  one  evening  to  engage  him  in  a  serious 
conversation. 

Nicodemus  was  a  man  who  had  everything 
—  power,  prestige,  money,  position.  Most  likely 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Sanhedrin,  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  seventy  men  which  was  the  highest  court 
among  the  Jews.  He  was  a  righteous  man  who 
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believed  the  Scriptures. 

Why  Nicodemus  chose  to  visit  Jesus  after 
dark  is  really  unknown.  Did  he  go  to  spy  on 
Jesus?  To  ask  Jesus  how  he  might  be  saved? 
To  avoid  publicity?  Perhaps  it  was  so  he  and 
Jesus  could  have  a  lengthy,  undisturbed  visit. 

Nicodemus  began  the  conversation  with  the 
polite  acknowledgement  of  Jesus’  ability  as  a 
teacher  who  had  come  from  God.  Using  a  sort 
of  shock  treatment,  Jesus  broke  in  to  verbalize 
the  eternal  truth  “Unless  a  man  is  bora  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.”  Not  only 
“a  Gentile”  or  “a  foreigner”  but  “a  man.”  This 
statement  most  surely  included  Nicodemus  and 
his  Jewish  family  and  friends. 

The  intelligent  leader  wondered  aloud  how  a 
grown  person  could  be  bora  again.  Jesus  in¬ 
dicated  that  he  was  talking  about  spiritual,  not 
physical,  birth. 

II.  The  way  of  salvation  (3:14-21) 

In  trying  to  help  Nicodemus  understand 


about  the  new  birth,  Jesus  drew  an  analogy 
from  the  experience  of  Moses  in  the  wilderness. 
Nicodemus  understood  tbe  figure  of  the  serpent 
in  the  wilderness  being  lifted  up  —  he  was  a 
master  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures.  There  was 
a  time  in  Hebrew  history  when  the  people  in 
the  wilderness  were  bitten  by  snakes.  A  brass 
snake  was  formed  and  put  on  a  stick  and  lifted 
up  in  the  camp.  Only  those  who  looked  at  the 
snake  could  be  healed.  So  the  Son  of  man  must 
be  lifted  up.  As  with  Israel  and  the  serpent,  so 
it  was  with  Nicodemus  and  the  Son  of  God  — 
he  must  find  God  through  faith. 

Perhaps  the  Pharisee  began  to  understand 
just  a  bit  about  the  purpose  and  mission  of 
Jesus  in  the  world.  Then  Jesus  spoke  the  most 
precious  words  in  existence,  “For  God  so  lov¬ 
ed  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
perish  but  have  everlasting  life.” 

Jesus  assured  Nicodemus  that  God  did  not 
send  his  Son  into  the  world  primarily  to  be  its 
judge.  He  came  to  be  the  Savior  of  the  world. 
Though  we  are  not  told  how  much  Nicodemus 
understood,  we  only  need  look  ahead  to  the  time 


after  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  to  see  this  same 
leader  spend  his  own  money  to  buy  expensive 
spices  and  help  prepare  the  body  of  the  Savior 
for  his  brief  interment. 

III.  John  teaches  the  disciples  about  Jesus 
(3:22-30) 

Jesus  and  his  disciples  moved  from 
Jerusalem  into  the  surrounding  area  of  Judea, 
where  Jesus  preached.  At  the  same  time,  John 
the  Baptist  was  baptizing  a  little  farther  north. 
There  followed  an  argument  between  some  of 
John’s  disciples  and  a  Jew  over  the  matter  of 
ceremonial  worship.  John’s  disciples  felt  that 
John’s  place  had  b^n  usurped  by  Jesus.  In  the 
kindest  possible  way,  John  told  his  followers 
that  God  had  given  him  a  ministry  which  he 
had  performed  faithfully.  Now  he  was  to  step 
back  into  the  shadows  in  history  while  Jesus 
would  continue  in  a  greater  ministry. 

The  first  great  discourse  of  Jesus  recorded 
by  John  assures  us  that  Jesus  is  the  Savior,  all 
of  us  must  be  saved,  and  it  is  possible  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  decide  not  to  follow  Jesus. 

Marjean  Patterson  is  executive  director, 
Mississippi  WMU. 


The  Bible  is  the  record  of  rebellion  and  redemption 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


By  James  W.  Street 
Genesis  3:1-13 

I  am  indebted  to  psychiatrist  M.  Scott  Peck 
for  his  workable  definition  of  the  true  nature 
of  sin/rebellion  when  he  noted  that  “evil”  is 
“live”  spelled  backward.  That  can  be  a  reveal¬ 
ing  insist  when  you  are  mindful  of  all  the  im¬ 
plications.  Evil,  sin,  rebellion  and  anti-life. 
Sin/rebellion  is  destructive  to  healthy  relation¬ 
ships,  healthy  bodies,  and  healthy  spirits.  Sin 
means  death  to  everything  that  is  good, 
wholesome,  and  lasting. 

Why  was  the  forbidden  fruit  so  attractive? 

•  Why  did  Cain  murder  Abel?  Why  was  Saul  sin¬ 
fully  demented  with  jealousy?  Why  was  David, 
a  man  after  God’s  own  heart,  the  one  to  suc¬ 
cumb  to  adulterous  passions  that  lead  inex¬ 
tricably  to  murder?  Wiy  did  King  Solomon,  the 
wisest  man  in  the  world,  end  his  life  in  intellec¬ 
tual,  moral,  and  spiritual  dissolution? 

'The  Bible  is  the  record  of  rebellion  and 
redemption  and  what  we  see  here  in  (jrenesis 
‘  is  only  the  opening  salvo  in  the  war  that  still 


rages  in  the  heart  of  every  human  being. 
Human  rebellion  is  universal.  None  of  us  is  ex¬ 
empt.  Another  shrink,  Lucy  in  the  Peanuts  car¬ 
toon,  explains  it  to  CJharlie  Brown  by  drawing 
a  picture  of  a  heart  on  a  fence.  She  colors  half 
of  the  heart  with  charcoal  and  says,  “This  is 
the  dark  side,  (Charlie.  The  other  is  the  good 
side.  They  fight  all  the  time.”  And  they  do! 

So  what  is  sin?  The  very  word  is  connected 
with  the  old  English  word  sunder,  to  split  apart, 
so  that  originally  talk  about  sin  referred  to  a 
situation  characterized  by  separation.  That 
idea  of  separation,  apartness,  estrangement, 
or  alienation  is  central  to  our  understanding  of 
what  is  meant  by  sin.  Sin  is  not  a  list  of  misde¬ 
meanors;  it  is  not  a  collection  of  peccadilloes; 
it  is  not  a  catalogue  of  not-so-nice  acts  and 
deeds. 


Sin  is  that  within  us  which  separates  us  from 
God,  others,  and  ourselves.  It  is  the  sundering 
process  which  operates  in  all  lives  continual¬ 
ly.  Sins  are  committed  because  we  are  sinners. 
We  are  not  sinners  because  we  do  bad  things 
occasionally;  we  do  bad  things  occasionally 
because  we  are  sinners. 

That  is  what  is  meant  by  the  phrase, 
“originally  sin.”  Original  sin  does  not  mean 
that  long  ago  Adam  and  Eve  ate  a  piece  of  for¬ 
bidden  fruit  in  a  garden  somewhere,  and 
therefore  all  of  us  are  under  a  curse  forever. 
Original  sin  means  that  in  each  of  us  there  is 
the  dark  side,  the  irresistable  compulsion  to 
sunder  life  from  the  creator,  to  live  it  on  our 
own  terms,  to  sunder  life  from  other  human  be¬ 
ings,  even  to  sunder  ourselves  from  our  own 
need  for  wholeness. 

William  Temple  suggested  that  as  infants  we 
develop  the  feeling  that  the  whole  world 
revolves  around  us.  As  we  grow  older  we  fail 
to  put  away  childish  thoughts  and  continue  to 


put  ourselves  in  the  center  of  life  —  which  is 
God’s  place.  That  is  original  sin  —  putting 
ourselves  in  God’s  place. 

The  good  news  is  that  we  do  not  have  to  give 
in  to  the  dark  side.  There  is  one  that  the  Genesis 
writer  anticipated  whom  we  know  personally. 
Luke  remembered  into  the  record  the  en¬ 
counter  of  Jesus  with  the  tempter.  Just  after 
his  baptism  Jesus  was  led  into  the  desert  where 
he  was  tempted  by  the  master  tempter.  Christ 
won  on  all  three  counts  and  in  all  subsequent 
bouts.  He  has  promised  that  we,  too,  can  be  vic¬ 
tors  over  the  dark  side. 

We  must  affirm  that  there  is  one  whose 
power  is  greater  than  that  of  the  tempter.  The 
best  antidote  for  temptation  is  to  be  so  filled 
with  his  presence,  his  power,  his  service  that 
there  is  no  room  for  temptation.  That  is  how 
God  works  in  life  —  little  by  little.  But  he  does 
work.  Our  prayers  are  answered.  And  if  our 
prayers  be  that  he  shall  deliver  us  from  temp¬ 
tation,  then  we  shall  prevail. 

James  Street  is  pastor.  First,  Cleveland. 
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Mias  Ina  Lou  Patten 
Mrs.  Leasie  Janes 
Hobart  ft  Hazel  Daniels 
Libby  Edwards 
Mrs.  Carrie  Roberts 


Mrs.  OUvU  Keith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  John  T.  Hill 
Mrs.  Nell  R.  Lipham 
Mrs.  OUie  Lambert 
Crystal  Springs 
GImners  Sunday  School  Class 
David  Langdon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harold  Cosier 
Friends  in  Administrative 
Servkes 

USFftG  Insurance  Co. 

Paul  Lassen 
Gladys  Miller  Slayden 
Mrs.  Walter  Lee 
Mrs.  Troy  Lee 
V.  E.  (Gene)  Lester 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  K.  Wood 
George  Lewis 
Coy  ft  Ella  Mar 
Mr.  O.  M.  LiUard 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  B.  PemUe 
James  P.  Love 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Cole  III 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  Y.  Sudduth 
Kenneth  C.  Foose 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Joseph  W.  Lyle.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pat  Watson  Jr. 

Mr.  R.  H.  MardH 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Arnold  Duncan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  R.  Taylor 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  "Red"  Brown 
Margaret  ft  (barman  Dixon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ruble  Duncan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  Thornhill 
Lourie  Maroon 
Bro.  ft  Mrs.  Virgil  Chism 
Mrs.  Eleanor  McCarkle 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  F.  H.  Hammond 
Lillian  Tucker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rex  Turner 
Terri  Jo  McCrary 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Perkins 
ft  Children 
Gay  McDaniH 
Walter  R.  Barbee 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Barbee 
J.  J.  Meyers 
Mrs.  ^ie  F.  Myers 
Mrs.  MyrUe  Miller 
Mrs.  Fern  M.  Lyter 
Mrs.  Ola  Miskelly 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Perkins 
ft  Children 

Mr.  Marvin  L.  MitcheH 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mrs.  Pattie  M.  Norris 
Mrs.  Lee  Mize 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Clyde  B.  Smith 
George  Montgomery 
Mary  Lou  Hart  ft  Family 
Mrs.  Ola  Moore 
Methodist  Friends 
New  Haven  Baptist  ft  Pisgah 
J.  B.  NoUnd 
Mrs.  Helen  G.  Crain 
Cliff  Rogers  ft  Family 
James  Henry  Oates 
UPIU  Local  (18 
Mrs.  Mae  Harpole  Patterson 
Mrs.  Louise  Haney  Omuner 
Mrs.  Inez  Allen 
Mrs.  R.  T  Gaston 
Mable  Gaston 
Mr.  Al  N.  Phillips 
J.  W.  ft  Louise  Williams 
Ed,  Laura,  ft  BiU  Wright 
Mr.  John  Thomas  Pierce 
Miss  Loraine  Norman 
Mr.  Tucker  Pierce 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Dr.  Ernest  Leonard  Posey,  HI 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Roberts  Jr. 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  S.  Lyle  Bates,  Sr. 
Emily  ft  Archie  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Warren  L.  Roper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Edwin  White 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Reubin  Lott 
Judge  ft  Mrs.  M.  L.  Carr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Miller  P  Holmes 


Mr  ft  Mrs  Sherwood  W  Wise 
Mr  ft  Mrs  R  C.  O’Ferrall  Jr 
Mr,  Powers 
Mrs.  W  B  Pemble 
Mr.  Cecil  Price 
Jayess 

Senior  Adult  S(uiday  School 

Class 

Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Oakes  Priest 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J  E.  Carson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pat  Cooerty  ft 
Family 

Mrs.  Helen  G.  Oain 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gene  F  Walters  ft 
Family 

Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson 
Mrs.  Marie  Pritchard 
Bill  ft  Betty  Jones 
Mr.  George  Purcell 
Mias  Ina  Lou  Patten 
Mr.  George  Dney  Parvis 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Raymond  S.  Martin 
Jr. 

Mrs.  Raymond  S.  Martin  Sr. 
Mrs.  Myrtle  C.  Smith 
M.  E.  Ragsdale 
Mr.  ft  Idrs.  George  R.  Day 
Mr.  Clenimie  Reeves 
Amy  C.  Beard 
A.  H.  Rkhtsa 
Nancy  Shelton 
Charles  Rimes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Spell  Sr. 

L.  W.  Rodgers.  Jr. 

Lillian  Tucker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rex  Turner 
Jerald  W.  Roy 
Lillian  Tucker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Rex  Turner 
Natalie  Marx  Russell 
Carl  ft  Betty  Howard 
Moses  SaUba 
John  ft  Paula  Prtne 
Grantham  Scott 
Cniff  Rogers  ft  Family 
Melfard  Scott 
Mrs.  Mary  Upton 
Mr.  M.  P.  Scott 
Mrs.  J.  E.  George 
Mrs.  Grace  (Dolly)  Shaw 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Ckxiper 
Mary  Sheltao 
Ferris  ft  Martha  Johns 
Mrs.  Helen  Shows 
Kline  ft  Ann  Merritt 
Mrs.  Essie  Smith 
Ms.  Alma  Smith 
Mrs.  A.  L.  (Effie)  StegaU 
TEL  S.S.  (nass/Springfield 
Mrs.  Iraminta  Shultz 
Mrs.  Sne  Stephenson 
Mrs.  Marion  E.  Steele 
Charles  E.  Stevens 
Walter  ft  Doris  McMurchy 
Dudley  (Bad)  Stringer 
Mrs.  Florence  C.  Ryan 
(Nile  Mae  Stringer 
Mrs.  Florence  C.  Ryan 
Glenda  Stuckey 
J.  H.  Price  III 
.Mrs.  D.  R.  Stump 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Barksdale 
Karlyn  Larraiae  Summers 
Sharon  Little 
Thomas  L.  Tale 
Mrs.  Nell  0.  Tate 
David  Thompson 
Mr.  Morris  Griffin 
Mrs.  Lottie  W.  Thornton 
Frances  T.  Bryant 
Bob  Towne 

Bob  and  Frankie  Millis 
Brentoo  Wesley  Walker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Mike  Walker 
Mr.  J.  M.  Walker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Thornton 
Mrs.  Mabel  WhHaker 
G.  0.  ft  Bess  Sanford 
Mr.  WhHfleld 

Bethany  S.S.  (^ass.  Greenville 
Mrs.  Toby  (Jerri)  Wilkins 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Mrs.  E.  B.  WilUamt 
Martha  Martin 
Mrs.  John  C.  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brad  Durr 
Mrs.  Roberta  McOimbs 
Mrs.  Endie  WoHe 
Daphine  Oaig 
Mrs.  Edna  Worrell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  R.  Taylor 


Admission  Policies 


The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village,  a  voluntary,  not-for- 
profit  child  care  agency  with 
principal  offices  on  Flag 
Chapel  Drive,  near  Jackson, 
in  Hinds  County,  Mississippi 
(P.  0.  Box  11308,  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  39213)  is  an  of¬ 
ficial  agency  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Children’s  Village  will 
consider  for  admission  and/or 
service  any  boy  or  girl, 
beneath  the  age  of  18  years, 
who  is  not  a  high  school 
graduate,  who  is  a  legal  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  State  of  Mississip¬ 
pi,  and  whose  application  for 
-admission  is  perfected  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  our  of¬ 
fices,  including  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  a  Mississippi 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  by 
the  signature  of  its  Pastor. 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
reserves  the  right  to  reject  the 
application  for  admission  of 
any  child,  whose  needs  can 


not  be  met  by  this  agency,  or 
who  can  not  accept  and  adjust 
to  the  living  standards  and  en¬ 
vironment  of  this  agency,  all 
as  determined  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Service,  The 
Baptist  Children’s  Village,  P. 
O.  Box  11308,  Jackson, 
Mississipi,  39213.  Applicatimis 
for  admission  and  related 
papers  are  available,  upon  re¬ 
quest  and  without  obligation, 
from  the  same  address,  or  by 
telephoning  our  central  of¬ 
fices  in  Jackson  at 
601-922-2242. 

The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  charges  no  fees  or  tui¬ 
tion  for  its  services,  but  ex¬ 
pects  natural  families  of 
children  accepted  for 
custodial  care  to  assist  with 
the  financial  support, 
maintenance  and  education  oi 
children  so  accepted  to  the 
maximum  of  the 'family’s 
ability  so  to  do. 


Task-Oriented  Programming 


HONORS 


Trey  Edmondiun 
Mr.  ft  Mrz.  Carltim 
Edmondsoi 
Elmer  E.  Hulmex 
Mary  Flynn 
MIm  Paula  Rae  Hauea 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Paul  Honea 
Mr.  ft  Mrz.  Calaa  McNease 
Robert  ft  Eleanor  Taylor 
Anal  Luella  Varuada 
Mrs.  Leater  Bear 


The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village,  and  its  staff, 
subscribe  to  the  proposition 
that  there  is  therapeutic  value 
in  the  mere  placement  of 
selected  children  and  youth 
for  appropriate  group  care 
under  appropriate  conditions 
in  any  of  its  several  struc¬ 
tured  programs.  The 
Children’s  Village  adopts  this 
position,  based  upon  observa¬ 
tion  and  experience  gleaned 
in  the  continued  and  uninter¬ 
rupted  operation  of  its  group 
care  facilities  since  May  of 
1897,  identifying,  in  the  pro¬ 
cess,  therapeutic  factors  ac¬ 
cruing  from  placement  in 
group  care,  such  as: 

1.  Relief  afforded  to  parents 
or  to  a  single  parent  in  order 
that  lives  and  homes  may  be 
reorganized  sufficiently  to 
support  children  after  a 
severe  disruption  of  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  family  life. 

2.  Removal  of  a  child  with 
behavior  problems  from  the 
immediate  stimuli  which 
evokes  his  deviant  behavior. 

3.  Opportunity  for  correc¬ 
tion  of  a  child’s  distortion 
regarding  adults  and  authori¬ 
ty  figures  through  exposure  to 
staff  who  demonstrate  con¬ 
cern,  acceptance  and 
understanding. 

4.  The  offering  of  a  struc¬ 
tured  environment  jn  which  to 
live  to  the  child,  where  he 


knows  his  limits  and  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  exactly  what  is 
expected  of  him. 

5.  Exposure  of*the  child  to 
professional  care-takers 
whose  egos  are  not  involved  in 
the  child’s  personal  problems 
and  who  assist  him  in  settling 
issues  in  a  rational,  not  an 
emotional,  fashion. 

6.  Exposure  of  the  child  to 
Christian  teaching  and  its 
values  and  to  persons  who  can 
answer  spiritual  questions. 

7.  Proper  health-care  and 
diet  for  the  child. 

8.  Exposure  of  the  child  to 
training  which  differentiates 
between  discipline  and 
punishment,  while  emphasiz¬ 
ing  discipline. 

9.  Opportunity  for  both  child 
and  parents  to  understand 
and  deal  with  the  reality  of 
their  own  problems  and 
responsibilities. 

10.  'The  providing  of  a  type 
of  child  care  which  rec(^nizes 
individuality. 

11.  The  removal  of  the  child 
from  the  power  struggle  in 
which  he  was  involved  at 
home. 

12.  The  offering  of  support 
and  acceptance  to  the  child  in 
an  environment  where  he  is 
unable  to  manipulate  profes¬ 
sional  child  care  woi^ers,  and 
where  he  is  exposed  to  school 
and  church  atmospheres 
which  are  supportive. 
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Through  the  Cooperative  Program, 
Southern  Baptists  support  the  work  of 
more  than  3300  missionaries  in  106  na¬ 
tions  as  they  share  their  faith  with  na¬ 
tionals,  such  as  the  woman  in  Bolivia. 
Missionary  Joan  Norman  of  Texas  was 
leading  the  women’s  meeting  where  this 
mother  and  child  attended  at  Second 
Baptist  Church,  Santa  Cruz.  (FMB) 
PHOTO  By  Joanna  Pinneo. 


Revival  sparked  in  bus] 
by  prayer,  youth  work 


By  Robert  O’Brien  H 

a  born-again  believer  to  a  Christian’  points  to  329,  from  3,740  church 
who  joins  the  church  for  material  members  to  32,423,  and  from  the  U.S. 
gain,  takes  a  Christian  name  for  equivalent  of  a  year  in  church  of- 

cultural  reasons,  or  experiences  in-  ferings  to  more  than  $31,000  a  year,  - 

fant  baptism.”  high  by  African  standards.  Since  1983, 

Clell  Coleman,  associate  pastor  of  Sunday  School  enrollment  has  WOlTieil 
Sheridan  Hills  Baptist  Church  in  jumped  43  percent  to  12,617;  Woman’s 
Hollywood,  Fla.,  analyzed  results  in  Missionary  Union  enrollment,  69  per- 
the  Knapps’ ministry  after  serving  as  cent,  to  4,760;  and  youth  ministry 
a  volunteer  in  the  record-shattering  about  50  percent,  to  more  than  4,600. 

1985  crusade.  The  Knapps,  who  will  be  in  their 

“I  came  away  feeling  those  deci-  mid-60s  by  the  early  1990s,  work  as 
sions  aren’t  just  a  pile  of  numbers  but  follow-up  through  new  member 


Kenya’s  president 
attacks  churches, 
world  vision 


An  analysis  of  the  1982  U.S.  NAIROBI,  Kenya  (EP)  —  Kenya’s 
Economic  Census  found  that  women  President  Daniel  arap  Moi  has  attack- 
owned  2.9  million  businesses  —  23.9  ed  the  country’s  churches  in  general, 
percent  of  the  total  at  that  time.  That  and  World  Vision  in  particular,  for  op- 
represents  a  significant  jump  from  an  posing  his  primary  election  scheme, 
estimated  5  percent  a  decade  before.  Moi,  a  church-goer  with  a  reputation 
Receipts  generated  by  those  firms  as  a  friend  to  churches  and  mission 
amount^  to  10.2  percent  of  all  income  agencies,  shocked  Kenya’s  Christian 
from  those  types  of  companies.  community  with  public  attacks  on  the 
’The  repcHl  did  not  include  large  cor-  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
porations  —  those  with  more  than  25  Kenya  (NCCK),  and  World  Vision, 
shareholders.  The  dispute  erupted  following  a 

Personal  services,  such  as  laun-  decision  by  Moi’s  ruli^  Kenyan 
dPlM  •!«]  Lleuuing  services,  beauty  African  National  Union  (KANU)  par- 
shops,  photographers  and  bat^-sitting  ty  (the  only  political  party  permit- 
services,  were  the  most  common  t^),  that  to  vote  in  primary  elections 
businesses  owned  by  women,  the  pec^le  will  have  to  stand  in  line 
report  said.  publicly  behind  the  candidate  of  their 

—  ’The  Washington  Post  choice  A  day  after  this  announce 

ment,  1,200  pastors  gathered  at  the 
Pastoral  ’86  Conference  issued  a 
strong  statement  opposing  the  plan. 
’The  NCCnC  called  for  a  return  to 
secret  ballots. 

Moi  criticized  World  Vision,  which 
sponsored  the  conference. 


total  brings  to  40,212  the  number  of  committed  their  lives  to  Christ  and  evangelists,  a  few  of  the  better-trained 
baptisms  in  the  Knapps’  ministry  will  make  an  impact  on  Africa,”  C^ole-  African  pastors  or  others  from  the 
over  the  past  nine  years,  according  to  man  says.  “The  Knapps’  ministry  has  outside.  But  the  follow-up  needs  con- 
an  update  of  statistics  in  “Thunder  in  permeated  the  entire  district.  As  tinue  to  escalate, 
the  Valley,”  a  new  Broadman  Press  Africans  wrestled  with  a  decision  to  Kyela  District,  Knapp  says,  urgent- 
book  that  tells  the  story  of  the  Knapps  accept  Qirist,  they  asked  me  ques-  ly  needs  additional  missionary  per- 
and  how  they  achieved  their  results,  tions  about  life,  death,  sin,  God,  salva-  sonnel  to  concoitrate  heavily  on  train- 
The  Knapps,  laypeople  from  tion,  heaven,  and  hell  which  showed  ing  and  equipping  pastors  and  other 
Florida,  came  to  Ihozania  in  1964  as  they  had  really  been  exposed  to  who  leaders,  conserving  evangelistic 
agricultural  missionaries  and  work-  God  is  and  had  thought  deeply  about  results  and  setting  the  stage  for  Kyela 
ed  for  16  years  before  any  real  what  ly  means  to  them.”  Baptists  to  “live  up  to  their  potential 

spiritual  breakthrough  began.  ^t&nraover  the  past  nine  years  as  a  powerhouse  for  spreading  the  in- 

Many  of  the  baptisms  came  from  show  the  district  has  experienced  a  59  fluence  of  the  gospel  throughout  ’Ihn- 
six  crusades,  led  by  the  Knapps  and  percent  average  annual  growth  in  zania  and  into  neighboring  countries.” 
volunteers  from  the  United  States  baptisms  and  already  has  increased  Robert  O’Brien  writes  for  the 
over  the  past  decade,  which  have  pro-  from  60  churches  and  preaching  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
duced  26,781  professions  (rf  faith,  in- 
■  cluding  12,657  in  late  1985.  ’The  Kna{^ 
turned  8,102  of  those  over  to  other 
denominational  groups  when  the  new  ^ 

(Christians  i^uested  afflliation  dur- 

ing  counseling.  ^ 

Doug  Knapp  especially  credits 
prayer,  the  crusades,  longevity  in  the 
area,  his  wife’s  dramatic  break- 
throughs  in  youth  work,  and  the  work 
eight  African  evangelists  he 

recruited  and  a  , 

factors  behind  the  growth,  . 

“Thunder  in  Valley.” 
laypersons  came  ’Ihn- 
as  agricultural  missionaries, 
gratified  to  kind  of 

results,  but  we  don’t  want  to  leave  the  . 
impression  we’ve  done  it  alone,” 

Knapp  says.  “African  Baptists  have  k 

played  a  primary  role,  earlier  mis-  ■  tw  7 

sionaries  helped  pave  the  way,  and  the  B’ I  '/  * 

Baptist  Mission  of  Tanzania  has  pro- 

“And  we  to  leave  the  im-  V  \  \ 

pression  that  large  numbers  prove  the  > 

a  ministry,”  he  adds. 

“We  know  of  too  many  cases  where 
missionaries,  pastors,  other 
leaders  in  difficult  places  at  home  and 
overseas  worked  faithfully  with  much 
less  to  show.  ’The  sower  of  spiritual 
seed  may  not  always  be  the  reaper.” 

Baptisms  reach  new  high  in 

populated  1,000-square-mile  Kyela  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Douglas  Knapp  (foreground)  as  agricultural  mia 
District  represent  real  depth.  and  African  evangelist  Simoni  Mwambobe  (behind  Knapp)  bap-  their  ministry  has 

“That’s  a  fair  question,”  Knapp  ex-  tize  new  converts  side  by  side  in  the  Songwe  River  between  figures  updated  froi 

plains,  “because  evangelism  in  Africa  Tanzania  and  Malawi.  Mwambobe  is  one  of  eight  Tanzanians  ed  Broadman  Pres 

must  be  carefully  done  to  get  genuine  Knapp  recruited  and  trained  to  evangelize  the  1300-square-  and  the  factors  befi 

results.  When  an  African  says  he'k  a  mile  Kyela  District  in  Tanzania’s  remote  bush  country,  where  Pinneo. 

Christian  it  can  mean  anything  from  he  arxi  his  wife,  Evelyn,  have  worked  for  more  than  two  decades 


A  man  is  like  a  tack.  Pointed  in  the 
right  direction,  and  driven  hard,  he 
will  go  as  far  as  his  head  will  let  him. 
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Peggy  Davis,  center;  leads  the  work  with  the  Vietnamese  preschoolers  at  Rrst. 
Moss  Point.  She  said.  "This  is  the  most  fun  I  ever  had  in  my  life."  She  admits,  "Some 
Sundays  I  go  home  and  cry  —  but  then  I  come  right  back  ready  to  start  over."  The 
girts  in  foreground  are  twins.  Houng  and  Noc.  One  of  the  favorite  activities  in  this 
group  is  jigsaw  puzzles,  Mrs.  Davis  said,  and  their  favorite  refreshments  are  fruits 
and  peanut  butter  and  crackers. 


The  Vietnamese  congregation  poses  at  First,  Moss  Point,  on  Sept.  21, 1986  The  pastor,  Tho  Ngoc  Dang,  is  on  back  row,  far  right 


Vietnamese  congregation 
is  ‘‘missions  in  action” 


By  Anne  W.  McWUUams  '  \ 

A  double  baptismal  service  took  friend?’  The  friend  would  sometimes  Nguyen,  who  works  at  a  paper  mill, 
place  last  Blaster  Sunday  morning  at  be  Anglo.  Since  the  Vietnamese  teaches  the  Sunday  School  lesson 
First  Church,  Moss  Point,  with  two  children  liked  to  ride  together,  one  van  weekly  for  the  adults.  He  said,  “I  try 
pastors  and  the  church’s  two  cmi-  now  brings  Anglos  and  one  brings  to  help  the  pastor  wherever  I  can.” 
gregations  participating.  David  Lee  Vietnamese,  from  a  year  old  through  The  pastor’s  message  on  Luke 
baptized  Anglos  and  Tho  Ngoc  Dang  junior  high  age.”  5:17-26  was  in  the  musical  Vietnamese 

baptized  Vietnamese  converts.  Another  unexpected  by-product  of  language,  as  also  were  the  hymns  and 

The  Vietnamese  congregation,  a  the  bus  ministry  was  that  s(»ne  elder-  Scriptures  reading  and  prayers,  (lliat 
part  of  the  Moss  Point  Church,  began  ly  women,  who  h^d  no  cars,  asked  to  Scripture  tells  of  the  sick  man  whose 
with  an  Englista  language  class  and  ride  in  the  vans,  too.  Faggard  said  he  friends  let  him  down  through  the  roof- 
with  Vacation  Bible  School  and  Sun-  foresees  additional  transportation  be-  top.  Jesus  healed  his  palsy  and  told 
day  School  for  Vietnamese  children,  ing  provided  for  them  in  future.  him  to  get  up  and  take  up  his  bed,  so 
Now  an  adult  congregation,  Vietna-  Among  the  Vietnamese  preschool-  that  those  who  saw  might  “know  that 
mese-speaking,  meets  for  Sunday  ers,  some  speak  little  EngUsh;  some  the  Son  of  man  hath  power  upon  earth 
School  and  wmship  every  Sunday  speak  excellent  English.  Usually  they  to  forgive  sins.”) 
morning  in  the  education  building  of  talk  to  each  other  in  Vietnamese,  said  It  was  evident  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
the  church.  Dang  became  their  pastor  Peggy  Davis,  of  the  Preschool  De-  had  prepared  hearts  to  receive  that 
last  January.  The  Vietnamese  partment  in  Sunday  School.  For  message  because,  at  the  invitation  to 
children  (40  or  50)  go  to  the  English-  older  children  who  are  now  speaking  accept  (Thrist  as  Savior,  at  least  half 
language  Sunday  School.  Then  they  mostly  English,  Pastor  Dang  has  of-  the  congregation  walked  to  the  front 
may  elect  to  go  either  to  English-  fered  to  teach  a  class  in  Vietnamese,  and  formed  a  semi-circle  about  the 
language  (Tiildren’s  Church  or  to  the  so  that  they  will  not  lose  the  language  pastor,  Dang. 

Vietnamese-language  service  skills  of  their  parents’  homeland. 

In  the  beginning,  David  Lee,  pastor.  Usually  10  to  15  adults  are  present 
Marty  Perkins,  and  Norris  Faggard  for  the  Vietnamese  worship  service 
vere  prime  movers  of  this  Viet-  However,  this  smnetimes  swells  to  25 
namese  mission.  “First,  Moss  Point,  or  more,  as  it  did  on  September  21. 
has  always  been  a  mission-minded  These  came  from  Gautier,  Ocean 
church”  said  Lee,  “and  this  project  is  Springs,  dnd  Mobile  as  well  as  Moss 
missions  in  action.”  Ifoint  and  Pascagoula.  A  different 

Norris  Faggard  added,  “This  Viet-  group  may  be  present  from  Sunday  to 
namese  congregation  has  been  like  a  Sunday.  More  women  than  men  were 
shot  in  the  arm  to  the  rest  of  the  present  that  day.  Perhaps  it  was,  as 
church.”  Fhggard  first  began  picking  David  Lee  pointed  out.  “Many  of  the 
up  five  or  six  Vietnamese  kids  in  a  Vietnamese  men  fish  for  a  living  and 
church  van,  from  low  rent  housing  at  this  season  are  busy.”  A  few  teens 
projects.  The  number  who  wanted  to  and  children  were  there,  too. 
come  grew  so  much  that  he  had  to  4dd  As  the  pianist  did  not  arrive,  a 

another  van,  and  the  vans  now  usual-  young  man.  Tan  Duy  Nguyen,  played 
ly  get  as  many  as  25  to  30  children  the  guitar  while  the  congregation 
each  week.  sang  “Have  Thine  Own  Way”  and 

“One  unexpected  blessing,”  said  “Leaning  on  the  Everlasting  Arms.” 

Faggard,  “was  that  a  Vietnamese  The  pastor  led  the  singing.  Sometimes 


Tan  Duy  Nguyen  teaches  the  Sunday 
School  lesson  for  adults.  He  sometimes 
leads  the  singing  and/or  plays  the  guitar. 


The  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Tho  Ngoc  Dang, 
helps  to  serve  refreshments  during  the 
fellowship  time  between  Sunday  School 
ar>d  worship  service. 


Jeremy  Lee,  and  Josh  Hardin.  The  other  teacher,  Rene  Renfroe,  is  not  pictured,  child  would  often  say,  ‘<?an  I  bring  a  i  Thn  Duy  Nguyen  leads  the  singing.  David  Lee  is  pastor.  First,  Moss  Point. 


Editorials . .  .  by  Don  McGregor 
Convictions  or  compromise 


The  state  paper  editors  who  attend¬ 
ed  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  last  month  spent  a  couple  of 
hours  with  SBC  President  Adrian 
Rogers  during  the  time  in  Nashville. 

We  were  impressed  with  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  honesty  and  openness.  And  he 
seemed  to  fe^  more  at  home  this  time 
than  he  did  during  his  one-year 
presidency  in  1979-80.  He,  himSelf, 
says  that  he  has  learned  a  great  deal 
since  those  earlier  years;  and  he  feels 
that  he  can  do  a  better  job. 

There  were  some  areas  where  there 
could  continue  to  be  problems;  but 
overall,  the  session  was  a  positive 
experience 

Let’s  look  at  potential  disagree¬ 
ments  Hrst.  He  said  that  he  “would 
never  compnMnise  convictions  on  the 
altar  of  cooperation.”  That’s  fine  No 
one  would  expect  him  to  do  se  Yet, 
evoyone  else  feels  the  same  way.  And 
there  are  enough  shades  of  dif¬ 
ferences  in  convictions  that  this  could 
continue  to  cause  a  rift  in  convention 
fellowshipt  What  is  the  answer?  We  all 
wish  there  was  one 

Then  Rogers  came  back  with  a 
statement  that  is  eternally  true  He 
said  we  will  “never  solve  the  problems 


in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
unless  we  do  solve  them  in  love.” 

Surely  a  spirit  of  love  and  trust  is 
going  to  be  necessary  for  healing.  It 
moves  in  all  directions.  And  somehow 
the  trust  concept  will  have  to  be  plac¬ 
ed  right  up  there  with  love.  So,  we  all 
say.  that  is  all  very  true;  and  when 
everybody  begins  to  love  us  we  will 
have  this  thing  licked. 

But  that  is  not  the  key.  We  all  have 
to  join  in  the  loving  and  the  trusting 
if  it%  going  to  work. 

Rogers  contended  that  he  does  not 
intend  to  make  any  appointments  that 
are  overtly  political.  That  is  impor¬ 
tant  because  the  presidential  appoint¬ 
ments  of  members  of  the  committee 
on  committees  have  been  the  crux  of 
the  entire  issue  The  one  thing  that  the 
editors  agreed  on  after  the  visit  with 
Rogers  was  that  he  appeared  to  be 
open  and  honest  and  to  be  a  man  of 
his  word. 

Relating  to  appointments,  attention 
is  called  to  the  recent  Home  Mission 
Board  experience.  There  the  fun¬ 
damental  .group  is  in  control  of  the 
elected  trustees.  'The  former  chair¬ 
man,  however,  had  appointed  a  com- 
pletdy  moderate  cmnmittee  to  search 
for  a  nominee  for  president  of  the 


board.  *1110  fundamentalists  asked  for 
and  received  the  resignations  of  six  of 
the  seven  committee  members.  The 
new  chairman,  a  fundamentalist,  ap¬ 
pointed  a  new  committee;  and  it  was 
balanced.  Such  actions  as  that  can 
begin  to  build  trust. 

During  the  Executive  Committee 
meeting  the  fundamentalists  called 
for  a  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
assess  the  effectiveness  of  Southern 
Baptist  participation  in  the  nine- 
denominational  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs.  Though 
there  were  some  procedural  problems 
with  the  action,  when  the  committee 
was  appointed  by  Chairman  David 
Maddox,  who  shows  evidence  of  being 
unaligned,  it  was  balanced.  He  call¬ 
ed  for  help  from  both  sides  in  making 
the  appointments. 

But  to  move  on  with  the  Rogers 
visit.  He  said  he  plans  to  appoint  the 
best  Baptists  theologically  and 
spiritually.  He  added,  “If  we  can  have 
reconciliation  without  compromise, 
that’s  fine” 

Rogers  said  that  for  help  in  appoint¬ 
ments  he  will  counsel  with  state  ex¬ 
ecutive  directors,  sta^  paper  editors, 
Paul  Pressler,  Paige  Patterson  (these 
two  being  leaders  (rf  the  fundamental 


faction),  and  “anybody  who  wants  to 
talk.” 

“One  of  my  goals,”  he  said,  “is  to 
reach  out  and  embrace  the  broad  mid¬ 
dle  group  of  Southern  Baptists.” 
Whether  or  not  there  is  any  conflict 
between  this  statement  and  his  earlier 
statement  that  90  percent  of  Southern 
Baptists  agree  with  him  already  is 
speculative. 

At  any  rate,  he  said  he  doesn’t  like 
to  be  called  a  fundamentalist.  He 
would  rather  be  known  as  a  moderate- 
conservative.  That  is  not  to  say  that 
he  feels  that  he  is  in  the  camp  with 
those  who  are  being  called  moderate- 
conservative.  But,  he  says,  “I’m 
moderate,  and  I’m  conservative” 
That  throws  a  new  \vrinkle  into  things, 
for  it  had  pretty  well  been  agreed 
upon  by  all  who  have  to  deal  with  this 
issue  that  one  side  would  be  called 
fundamental-conservative  and  the 
other  moderate-conservative.  We  had 
decided  at  the  Baptist  Record,  that 
since  conservative  was  in  the  title  for 
both,  it  could  be  left  off.  And  as  far  as 
the  Baptist  Record  is  concerned,  there 
are  so  few  who  are  not  conservative 
that  we  would  prefer  not  to  call 
anybody  anything  but  Baptist. 
Somehow,  however,  in  discussing  this 
issue,  the  factions  must  be  identified. 

Rogers  said  that  very  likely  the  state 
papers  had  received  a  “bum  rap”  in 
being  labeled  an  anti-fundamentalist. 
’The  papers  had  been  charged  with  not 
giving  as  much  space  to  the  fun¬ 
damental  group  as  they  do  to  the 
moderate  element.  He  was  told, 
however,  that  the  faction  designation 
has  nothing  to  do  with  whether  or  not 
an  item  gets  in  the  papers  and  that  if 


the  charge  is  true  it  is  because  the 
papers  do  not  liear  as  much  from  the 
fundamentalists  as  they  do  the 
moderate. 

He  declared  that  he  is  “not  wed”  to 
Paul  Pressler,  Paige  Patterson,  or  the 
Southern  Baptist  Advocate  (an  in¬ 
dependent  journal  expressing  fun¬ 
damentalist  views).  He  said  the  issue 
is  what  is  scripture?  “What  is  the 
nature  of  holy  scripture?”  is  where 
the  logjam  is,  he  said. 

“I’ve  been  told,”  he  said,  “that  the 
seminaries  are  at  the  heart  of  the  pro¬ 
blem.  If  so,  what  are  we  to  do?  If  the 
seminaries  were  to  say  honestly  that 
we  want  to  represent  the  rank  and  file 
of  Southern  Baptists,  it  would  do 
wonders.” 

Rogers  very  well  could  be  the  best 
person  possible  for  the  SBC  presiden¬ 
cy  at  this  particular  time  There  is  no 
question  but  that  he  is  a  leader  among 
the  fundamental  group.  And  he  has 
the  ability  to  swing  the  moderate 
group  over  to  his  support  if  he  could 
build  trust  in  himself  among  them. 

lb  do  that  he  will  have  to  exhibit 
tnistworthiness,  and  surely  he  will. 

The  editors  felt  that  he  could  be 
counted  on. 


Readers  will  note  on  other  pages  of 
this  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record  that 
the  seminary  presidents  have  issued 
a  statement.  It  is  a  good  statement 
and  may  well  become  historic  in  its 
perspective.  The  Peace  Committee 
Prayer  Retreat  at  Glorieta  evidently 
was  a  productive  meeting  and  may 
have  b^n  a  turning  point  in  Southern 
Baptist  life  —  Editor. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

The  Cooperative  Program  and 

Convention  Board  ministries 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  was  established  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention  as  its 
legal  agent  to  hold  and  manage  pro¬ 
perty,  to  plan  and  promote  programs, 
and  provide  a  staff  of  train^  persons 
to  assist  the  churches. 

Every  church  in  Mississippi  profits 
in  many  ways  from  the  varkiy  of  pro¬ 
grams  and  services  offered  by  the 
Convention  Board  staff.  As  needs 
arose  across  the  years,  action  was 
taken  to  meet  those  needs.  The 
primary  reason  for  the  existence  of 
the  (Convention  Board  and  its  staff  is 
to  assist  the  churches.  The  churches 
are  of  paramount  importance  in  Bap¬ 
tist  life  because  the  church  is  God’s 
chosen  instrument  for  world-wide 
witness  and  ministry. 

Every  area  of  the  work  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  Board  was  established  to 
assist  and  strengthen  the  churches. 
The  services  of  the  staff  of  each 
department  is  available  to  any  church 
in  the  convention.  The  personnel  of 
the  departments  work  through 
associations  but  are  also  available  to 
help  meet  needs  in  local  churches.  If 
a  church  has  a  need,  be  it  training, 
teaching,  or  planning,  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  is  organized,  staffed,  and 


budgeted  to  meet  the  need.  The  only 
reason  any  church  continues  with 
unmet  need  is  because  assistance  has 
not  been  requested.  Many  churches 
cannot  afford  ministers  of  education, 
music,  and  youth;  but  trained  and  ex¬ 
perienced  staff  people  in  all  these 
areas  are  available  to  churches 
without  regard  to  size  or  resources. 

Any  church  that  wants  a  good  pro¬ 
gram  of  education,  training, 
evangelism,  stewardship,  or  mission 
education  can  utilize  Convention 
Board  staff  in  setting  up  these  pro¬ 
grams  and  ministries  in  the  chun±. 
All  services  are  available  without  cost 
to  the  church. 

Camps  and  assemblies,  church  ad¬ 
ministration,  church  architecture, 
Sunday  School,  Church  Training, 
Brotherhood,  WMU,  diurch  Music, 
and  (Cooperative  Program  promotion 
are  areas  that  relate  to  ongoing 
church  programming. 

The  Baptist  Record,  associational 
missions,  Church-Minister  Relations 
and  Annuity,  along  with  other 
specialized  ministries,  are  areas  that 
relate  to  church  staff  needs. 

Work  with  college  students  through 
the  Baptist  Student  Union,  operation 
and  maintenance  of  the  Baptist 


By  John  Alexander 
Building,  the  sessions  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  the  Annual,  and  Board  and  com¬ 
mittee  meetings  are  covered  in  Board 
operations.  The  business  office  and 
the  office  of  the  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  are  provided  for. 

While  some  phases  of  the  work  of 
the  Convention  Board  may  seem  a  bit 
mundane,  all  are  essential  to  the  pro¬ 
per  functioning  of  the  various  areas 
of  work.  Maintenance  is  never  as 
fascinating  as  new  ventures,  projects, 
or  programs.  In  the  local  church,  the 
wotic  of  the  treasurer  and  financial 
secretary  may  not  be  as  glamorous  as 
revival  meetings;  but  their  work  is  a 


part  of  an  effectively  operated  church 
program.  To  see  the  real  value  of  the 
ministries  of  the  Convention  Board,  it 
is  necessary  to  look  at  the  whole,  the 
functions  and  acc(Mn[riishments  in  the 
big  picture:  church^  assisted,  per¬ 
sons  won  to  (Christ,  workers  trained, 
budgets  subscribed,  mission  giving 
increased,  etc. 

In  Mississippi,  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  dollar  supports  a  vast  array  of 
aids  to  the  churches.  The  w(h1c  of  the 
Convention  Board  is  essential  to  an  ef¬ 
fective,  healthy,  .growing  eifqrt  Ao 
follow  the  mandate  of  the  Master  to 
evangelize  and  educate  the  masses 


around  the  world. 

Someone  asks,  “Since  we  have 
established  churches  in  Mississippi, 
why  don’t  we  disband  the  work  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Kerry  Jackson,  a  young  deacon  in 
Alta  Woods  CJhurch,  Jackson,  is  a 
commercial  artist  whose  cartoons  are 
appearing  in  the  Baptist  Record  from 
time  to  time  Jackson  has  his  own  art 
«tudio  in  the  city  of  Jackson.  His 
mother,  Reba  Jackson,  is  records 
secretary  at  Alta  Woods  Church. 


So  'tall  me  Sv*ie,  iii 
you  like  year  firet 
ckwrek  service? 


The  continuing  adventures  of  .. 

Rev.  R.U.  GOING 

by  Kerry  JactcBOn 


U/«ll,-4w 

b>/t  eke 


music  was  rvee, 

CSii—trcial  was 
Too  Iona. 
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